.                     ENGLISH AND OTHER LANGUAGES
English has only existed as a separate language for about one thousand three hundred years and so it is a much `younger' language than Chinese, which was already a written language more than three thousand years ago.  However, the Indo-European `parent' language, from which English and many other languages in Europe and north India are descended, is very ancient.  Many scholars think that Indo-European was originally spoken by people living near the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea in the western part of the former Soviet Union about five thousand years ago, and that these people then migrated in large groups into western Europe and India.  More recently, it has been suggested that the language is actually three thousand years older than this and was in use in Turkey about 6000 B.C.  The first farmers in history lived in Turkey at that time, and it is possible that as small groups of farmers went further and further from their original home in search of new land, Indo-European speech gradually spread with them. This new theory is difficult to prove or disprove, but the earliest written documents in any Indo-European language have been discovered in Turkey. These are government records written by the Hittite people on clay tablets about three thousand three hundred years ago, and so about the same age as the Shang dynasty writing on bones.
MAP 1: POSSIBLE MIGRATION ROUTES  (Map from www.danshort.com  © Dan Short)
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	This map shows the original Indo-European homeland actually between the Black Sea and the Caspian but many people think the main area was further north. There is also disagreement about the directions in which the Indo-Europeans spread. Some scholars think that there was migration from south-eastern Europe into modern Turkey instead of (or as well as) movement through Turkey into southern Europe.


When the people who had spoken the original language were no longer together, their speech naturally started to change in different ways and at different speeds.  This created new languages and these in turn split up to produce the 

many different Indo-European languages which are spoken today.  For example, the old Germanic language split up into a western, a northern and an eastern variety. The eastern dialect was spoken by the Goths, one of the tribes which invaded the Roman Empire in the 5th. century A.D.  The Gothic language later died out, but the northern dialect split into Danish, Norwegian and Swedish, and the western one into English, Dutch and German. The word `English’  comes from `Angles',  the name of one of the west Germanic tribes which moved across the sea to Britain in the 5th. century A.D.

Before these Germanic people arrived, Britain was inhabited by people speaking Celtic languages, which are another branch of the Indo-European family.  The Celts used to be the majority of the population in France and Spain as well as the British isles, but they were later conquered by other peoples and either abandoned their own original language or had to move to the far west of Europe.  The Germanic peoples settled in England and southern Scotland, but for many centuries Celtic speakers remained the majority in Wales and Cornwall (the county in the far South-west of England).  

Cornish is no longer a living language, but about a quarter of the population of Wales still speak Welsh.  Another Celtic language, Irish, was once spoken by most people in Ireland, but by the 16th century all of the country was controlled by England and in the 19th. century the majority of Irish people switched to speaking English.  Nowadays schoolchildren in the Irish Republic all have to study the old Irish language, nut very few of them speak it outside the classroom.  Gaelic, a language very similar to Irish is still spoken by a few thousand people in western Scotland, because of migration to Scotland from Ireland about twelve hundred years ago.   In France, the earliest local form of Celtic, known as Gallic, died out two thousand years ago.  The Breton language, a Celtic language still spoken in north-western France, is descended not from Gallic but from the British variety of Celtic because refugees from Britain settled in the area after the Germanic invasion of Britain.

Another important branch of the Indo-European family is formed by the Romance languages, which include Italian, French, Spanish and Portuguese. All of these developed out of Latin, the language of the ancient Romans.
  Italy, France, Spain and Portugal were all part of the Roman empire, and Latin replaced the local languages.   Latin itself is no longer a living language, but for hundreds of years after the end of the Roman empire it was used in western Europe as an official language by governments and by the Catholic church. It was learned in school and was a link language between different countries in the same way that English is used now.  In the 17th. century Isaac Newton used Latin to describe his theory of gravitation and it was also used by the author of one of the earliest European books about China,  China Illustrata.  The Catholic Church continued to use Latin in its public worship until the 1960s and impor​tant statements by the Pope are still written in it.      

Many of the languages of eastern Europe belong to the Slavonic branch of Indo-European.  These include Russian, Polish, Czech and Serbo-Croat. The last of these was spoken by the Serbs, Croats and Muslims of former Yugoslavia; unfortunately having the same language has not stopped them fighting each other.

The Greek language forms a branch on its own. This language now has very few speakers outside Greece and Cyprus but in ancient times the Greeks established small colonies in Italy and in the time of Alexander the Great (4th.century 
B.C) they conquered most of the Middle East, so Greek was spoken all over this area.  This is the reason why the New Testament (the part of the Bible which is about Jesus and his followers) was written in Greek.  The Greeks had begun to write their language in th 7th. century B.C.  They borrowed a writing system from the Middle East and made some changes to it. The set of 22 letters they used was called the alphabet (from alpha and beta, the Greek names for the letters `a' and `b').  The Romans later borrowed this alphabet and made some more changes.  The Roman alphabet is the one we still use for writing English and most other European languages.    

Outside Europe, the most important Indo-European languages are Persian, which is spoken in Iran, and the languages of North India and Nepal. Many Indian languages, including Hindi, Bengali, and Panjabi, all developed, together with Nepali, the national language of Nepal, from an ancient Indian language called Sanskrit. The oldest Sanskrit poems were probably composed more than three thousand years ago, though they were not written down until several hundred years later. 

Finally, we should mention another Indo-European language called Tocharian. This no longer exists, but it was spoken before 1000 A.D. in a part of Sink​iang province.  Tocharian is more similar to the western European languages 
than to the Indian languages, though the writing system in which it was written was developed from an Indian one.

MAP 2: PRESENT DISTRIBUTION OF INDO-EUROPEAN LANGUAGES ( © Dan Short)
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Within the red line Indo-European languages are spoken by the majority of the population or (in the case of South Africa) spoken as mother tongue by a large minority and widely used as link languages between speakers of various non-IE languages. Indo-European languages (usually English or French) are also often official languages in other African countries but other are used less widely in daily life.

EXERCISE 1: TIME CHART

Use information from the passage to complete this date chart. You should write the information in note form, not in complete sentences:

B.C.

?c.6000    Indo-European parent language possibly spoken by farmers in __________?

or

?c.3000    Indo-European parent language possibly spoken in western  ____________?

c.1300    
Writing in the Hittite language in _____________

          Chinese characters written on ____________
          Earliest poems in the _____________ language in India

c.650      The __________  alphabet first used

Late 4th.

century    Alexander the Great conquers the ______________

A.D.

1st. 

century    The _______________  written in Greek

          _________ language dies out in France

5th. cent.    End of the ___________ Empire.

           _______________________ tribes invade Britain

c.800      Irish migration to ____________

Before

1000 ____________ spoken in Sinkiang.
16th. 
century    Ireland fully under  ____________  control

19th. 
century    _____________  replaces Irish as main language in ______________

EXERCISE 2: FAMILY TREE. Fill in this table showing the relationship of the languages discussed in the passage.  
Use capital letters for languages which are no longer spoken..

HITTITE

        


GOTHIC

                              


_______________

GERMANIC
NORTH GERMANIC
 
_______________

                              
 

_______________                          

                              


_______________

         


WEST GERMANIC 

_______________

                                   

_______________

          

GALLIC

                              


_______________

CELTIC  

BRITISH CELTIC

_______________

                              
 

_______________

                               


Modern_________  

         


OLD ___________  

                              
 

_______________                                              

        





    

_______________

          



        

_______________

LATIN       



      
_______________

                  





_______________   

          




 

_______________

          






_______________

SLAVONIC   





_______________

        






 
_______________

ANCIENT_________  



Modern ________

       






 
Hindi
          






_______________

   
SANSKRIT


_______________

    
INDO-IRANIAN



          _______________

              OLD PERSIAN            Modern Persian

TOCHARIAN         

THE EVIDENCE FOR INDO-EUROPEAN

Because the `parent' Indo-European language had split up into different `daughter' languages before writing was invented, we have no direct evidence of what it was like.  Nevertheless, we know that it must have existed because of the many similarities between the later languages.  Christian missionaries who arrived in India in the 16th century noticed many similarities between Sanskrit, an ancient language still used for religious ceremonies and scholarship in India, and the Latin and ancient Greek languages. In 1643, a Dutch scholar, Marcus van Boxhorn, suggested that most European languages, together with Persian and Sanskrit all came from the same source. This idea was taken up and publicised in the late 18th. century by Sir William Jones, an Englishman working as a judge in India.  Later, other scholars worked out in more detail how the languages are related and how the changes probably took place.  An exam​ple of the evidence early scholars used is the different forms of the verb `be' in the three best known ancient languages:

                       
Latin           
Greek            
Sanskrit
I am                   
sum                esmi              
asmi

you (sing.) are        
es                 
ei                  asi

is                     
est                
esti                
asti

we are                 
sumus              
esmen              
smas                 

you (plural) are       
estis              
este                
stha

they are               
sunt               
eisi                
santi

The similarities are, of course, more noticeable in the older languages than in the modern ones, because the modern ones have changed more.  However, if we look at some other common words, the link can still be seen.  Here are some more Latin, Greek and Sanskrit words.  At the bottom of the table you will find the equivalents in English, German, French and Nepali, but not in the right order.  See if you can put these words from the modern languages in the blanks in the main table.  The crosses in the Nepali column (X) show where the original IE word has been lost from the language:

Latin    

French  

Greek  

Sanskrit  

Nepali 

German 

English 

duo         
_______     
duo        
dva          
_______     
_______    
_______         

novus       
_______     
neos       
nava          
_______     
_______    
_______

mater      
_______     
meter      
matr          
___X___    
_______    
_______

septem     
_______     
hepta      
sapta        
_______     
_______    
_______

nomen       
_______     
onoma      
nama         
_______     
_______    
_______

okto        
_______     
okto       
ashta        
_______     
_______    
_______

stella      
_______     
aster      
tara         
_______     
_______    
_______

pater       
_______     
pater      
pitr         
___X___    
_______    
_______

tres        
_______     
treis      

tri          
_______     
_______    
_______

frater      
_______     
phrater    
bhratr       
_______     
_______    
_______

six         
_______     
heks       
shat         
_______     
_______   
 _______

French:  
père, nom, trois, étoile, frère, six, huit, neuf, sept, mère, deux

Nepali: 
dui,  tara, bhai, cha, naya, ath, sat, tin, nam

German: 
Mutter, Stern, Bruder, sechs, neu, Vater, sieben, Name, zwei, acht, drei

English: 
name, six, star, brother, seven, mother, two, eight, father, three, new    







� You can compare Latin, French, Italian and Spanish yourself by looking at the Europe Club books in the English Corner.





