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Salman Taseer’s children speak out
The video on this BBC page is of an interview with the children of a Pakistani government
official who was murdered last week because he wanted to change a very strict law against blasphemy (speaking about religion in a disrespectful way). In Pakistan people can be sentenced to death for showing disrespect to Islam (回教). The murdered man had also tried to help a Christian woman, Asa Bibi, who had been arrested under this law. Her family claims that she did not in fact say anything disrespectful and that enemies in the village where she lived had lied about what happened.

You need to know these words first:

TASK 1

Watch the video to answer these questions:
1. Do the children think that their father should not have spoken out against the law?

2. Do they hate the man who shot him?
TASK II

Watch again and fill in the missing words in this transcript:
Sara: For the last three years, err, we’ve been getting threats, death threats – sometimes the _________ increases and he had ______________ a week ago when I met him last in the morning, he - he’d ________________ that there’d been a fatwa of 250,000 U.S. dollars on his head by a mullah
Interviewer: I mean knowing what has happened now, do you think that your father should have _____________ differently, should have taken risks more seriously, should have behaved _________?  What are your feelings now with, with what’s happened
Sheria: No.

Sara: Well, you know, I mean, if he was different, then he wouldn’t be the _________ that he is.  Asa Bibi, the Christian woman which the cause is being highlighted at present was one of the many, many things and one of the many disenfranchised and one of the many urr people who’d been ___________ treated, the causes he’d taken up. If you ask me if I wish he hadn’t done it that way, then you are asking me do I wish I had a different father and the answer is no.

Interviewer: Let me ask you, Sheria, what are your feelings towards the man who, who killed your father. What are your feelings towards him  

Sheria: Nothing. There’s - I mean there’s nothing that I would say to any bullet, that’s after . This man, he, he’s is not the cause, he’s just a trigger, he’s just a bullet, he was just the -the tool used for the ______________. That’s it  That’s - this is not where the thought is coming from.   We-we’re fighting an ideology.  Right now, they’ve killed him for - for speaking out. Next it’ll be if we’re not –if-if we don’t have _________   Day after it will be if we’re not, if we’re found on the streets during prayer time. You know, and so on and so on and so on.  We’ve got to take a stand . And, and this is not your Pakistan. And I - again I will say this to the people who have __________________ my father: this is not your Pakistan
Interviewer: I mean there has been a lot of navel-gazing in his __________ since your father’s death. What do you think it tells us – the - the _______ of his death tells us about Pakistan and the place it might be heading to?
Sara: Well, it’s a frightening place just now, and this is a message to every _________ to shut up or be shot

Sheria: It has _________a lot of people but it’s also given a voice to a lot of people. A lot of people have said that if not now then when?  You know - 
Sara:If not us then who?  If not here then where?

TASK III

Find words or phrases with these meanings:

an order given formally by an Islamic pastor


f______________
a pastor in the Islamic religion   




m______________
given special attention






h______________

without full rights, not given treated as

   a full citizen







d______________
killing someone as a punishment  




e_______________ 

a set of belief about society and politics



i_______________
kill an important person (e.g. a politician)



a_______________

fight for what you believe in





t_________________________ (3 words)
examining yourself and your thoughts and behaviour

n_______________

someone who believes in freedom




l________________
1. The people in the interview are speaking without reading from a script. How is the way they speak different from the way they would write down the same ideas?

2. Write a reaction to the piece in about 150 words.
