http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-17992296
Bomb plot foiled: Experts analyse new underpants bomb
TASK 1

Watch the video without looking at the transcript and answer the questions below:
1. In what year did Ibrahim Hassan al-Asiri, give an underwear bomb to a Nigerian terrorist? 2009
2. In which country is the bomb maker thought to be based? 
i) Britain  ii) Yemen  iii) U.S.A. iv) Nigeria.

3. In what year did al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula attempt to kill a Saudi prince? 2009
4. Who died in an explosion in 2009?

i) the bomb maker  ii)the bomb maker’s brother  iii) Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab
iv) a C.I.A. agent

5. What year did al-Qaeda try to send bombs to the US inside printer cartridges? 2010
TASK 2
Watch the video and fill in the missing words in the transcript:

Another attempt by al-Qaeda to blow up planes bound for America, a plan which Washington says it foiled. So what do we know about this plot? This is the man thought to be behind it – Ibrahim Hassan al-Asiri, the master bomb maker of al-Qaeda in Yemen, and this is the bomb he made in 2009 and gave to a young Nigerian. Packed into underwear, it failed to go off. If it had, this reconstruction shows the potential damage. The latest version is thought to have had an improved detonator. The U.S. is now examining it at a laboratory.

The U.S. says it now has possession of the device but what about the person who was going to use it?  Little has been said. One reason is that he might have been working for the C.I.A. or another Western intelligence agency and handed the bomb over. This would explain the careful language that some American officials are using.

`There are some very sensitive operational aspects of this that we are continuing to pursue and so the means that we were able to get this device err we’re trying to make sure that we protect again err the equities that are involved.’
This bomb is just the latest attempt by al-Qaeda in Yemen to evade security. In 2009 it used a carefully hidden bomb to try and kill a Saudi prince. Only the bomber, al-Asiri’s own brother, died. Later that year, Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab tried to detonate his underwear bomb on a plane bound for Detroit and in 2010 bombs were hidden inside printer cartridges being shipped to the U.S. One was found in Britain. What worries officials about the latest device is that it’s almost impossible to detect. There’s no metal, only powder and liquids. Many traditional airport scanners won’t find it and even new body scanners might not spot it if it’s been well hidden. 

So where does this threat come from? Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula, based in Yemen and seen here training in the desert, the group experts now say poses a real threat.

`Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula has some of the most sophisticated bomb makers, the most advanced capabilities of any al-Qaeda affiliate anywhere in the world.’
Al-Qaeda’s ambitions to attack aircraft remain on-going. In this case, though, the plot seems to have been discovered before it went too far.








Gordon Correra, BBC News.

TASK 3

Match these words from he passage with their meanings:

1. bound for


ability 10
2. foil (vb.)


avoid, escape the notice of 8
3. potential (adj.)

organization that is closely connected to another 12
4. detonator


concerning the carrying out of tasks 7
5. intelligence


the desire to achieve something 13
6. agency



on the way to 1





7. operational


information (especially when secretly obtained) 5
8. evade



continuing 14
9. detect



device which makes a bomb explode 4
10. capability


possible 3
12. affiliate.


organization that carries out a particular task for someone else 6
13. ambition


cause to fail 2
14. on-going


discover something previously hidden 9
TASK 4
Answer the following questions:

1. What is the probable reason why US government spokesmen are not giving full details of how the plot was detected?

Because the person chosen to use the bomb was probably actually an agent who had infiltrated al-Qaeda.
2. Why is a bomb like the one that has just been discovered difficult to detect?

3. The government official who appears in the video says something that does not make sense: 

the means that we were able to get this device err we’re trying to make sure that we __________ again err the equities that are involved.’
Can you work out what he was probably trying to say? N.B. The word equities usually means `shares in a company’
‘ I’m not going to talk about the mans by which we wwere able to get this device as we are trying to make sure that we protect the assets (=valuable people) involved.’
4. What are the best ways for government to deal with the threat that the report deals with?

(Examples only). Invest in better scanners, improve law enforcement in places like Yemen, use more secret agents, make progress towards solving the conflict beween Israelis and Palestinians.
