EGYPT AND EGYPTIAN WRITING
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Although most of Egypt was desert, each year the Nile flooded the land and left behind fertile black mud. Because of this, the Egyptians could grow food easily and their country became an important cradle of civilization. They were ruled by the pharaohs, who built the famous pyramids. The Egyptians used a special kind of writing called hieroglyphics.  Hieroglyphics were carved on stone or written on papyrus made from water reeds. After the end of Egyptian civilization, people forgot how to read hieroglyphics but in 1799 the Rosetta Stone was discovered in a village near the Nile. On it there was a passage in hieroglyphics and a Greek translation. A Frenchman used the stone to learn how to read Egyptian writing again.  Today you can see the Rosetta Stone in the British Museum in London.

