Empire State

QUESTIONS:

1. In approximately which year was the first building taller than the Empire State completed?
1971 (i.e. halfway between 1931 and this year)
2. What are the three ways of avoiding or reducing queuing time if you want to go up the building?
Visit at off-peak times, buy an express ticket, call ahead to get a ticket printed out for you in advance.
3. Why could the decoration in the lobby not be seen properly until recently?
Because it was obscured by the fluorescent lighting.
4. What does the writer suggest the visitor do before getting the lift to the observation deck?
Have a drink in the bar
5. What important event happened just before construction started?
The Crash of 1929/the start of the Great Depression
6. Did the building lose money the first year after it opened? Explain your answer by quoting from the text.

No, it took in just enough money to balance the expenses (`it managed to just cover expenses’) 
7. Why is it worth visiting the top even on an overcast day.
Because it is interesting being up in the clouds/ Because you can take good pictures there at any time.
8. Who is eligible to take part in the building’s annual writing competition?
People who want to get married on the observation platform
9. Why did the plan to use the top of the building as boarding point for airships have to be abandoned?

Because winds were too high
10. How is the lift from the 86th to the 102nd floor different from the main lifts?

It is manually operated/not automatic 
11. Which New York building did the writer used to live near?

Williamsburg’s Savings Bank
12. Why was the building lit in red, white and blue during 1976?

To celebrate the bicentennial of American independence 
VOCABULARY
Match these words from the passage with the meanings in the other column
1. ironically




made unclear, blocked from view 5
2. revelatory 




viewing point 15
3. Art Deco




the subject of many stories or legends 6
4. celestial





in a way that is opposite to people’s expectations or 







hopes 1
5. obscured




recovering easily from failure or difficulties 10
6. fabled





doing well 11
7. counter-intuitively



opposite side to the one facing the wind 12
8. riveted





making things known 2
9. speculative




design style popular in the 1920s and 1930s 3
10. resilient




fastened together with pieces of metal 8
11. thriving




heavenly 4
12. lee 





airship, balloon that can be steered 13
13. tally





total reached by counting something 13
14. shell out 




ruined or destroyed 14
13. dirigible 




two-hundredth anniversary 16
14. scuttled




in the opposite way to what would normally be 









expected 7
15 vantage point.



based on guesswork, involving a gamble that the price 







of something will go up 9
16 .bicentennial




spend money 14
WRITING
Choose another famous building that you know and describe a visit to it.

