THE MAIN FRENCH TENSES (more details in FRENCHGRAMMAR NOTES)

1. PRESENT TENSE

The French present tense corresponds to both the simple present and the present continuous in English

je mange      I eat  or I’m eating        nous allons     we go   or we’re eating

2. PERFECT TENSE

Formed usually with the past participle and the present tense of the verb avoir (to have):

j’ai aimé


I have loved or I loved
tu as aimé 

You have loved or You loved etc.


il/elle a aimé
nous avons aimé


vous avez aimé



ils/elles ont aimé

The form of the tense is exactly like the English perfect tense. However in ordinary conversation and informal writing the French tense can have the meaning both of the English perfect and the English simple past tense.

Some intransitive verbs (ones which do not take an object) and all reflexive verbs use être instead of avoir. For example, the French say Je suis allé (literally `I am gone’) for the English I have gone and Je me suis couché (literally `I am laid down myself’) for I have gone to bed.  If être is used, the participle behaves like an ordinary adjective, adding e when the subject is feminine and s when it is plural. The addition of the e makes no difference to the pronunciation:

il est allé  
He has gone/went   



elle est allée  
She has gone/went    

ils sont allés 
They (masc.) have gone      
elles sont allées 
They (fem.) have gone/went
In most verbs, the present participle is formed by putting the ending é in place of the –er at the end of the infinitive, but some verbs use the endings –i or –u instead

manger  to eat   >    mangé  eaten

assister  to be present   >  assisté    been present

finir    to finish
 >
  fini    finished
voir    to see
       >  vu  

seen

3. IMPERFECT(= PRESENT CONTINUOUS) TENSE

This tense is normally made by taking the –ez from the end of the vous-form of the present and adding the endings –ais, -ais, ait, -ions, -iez, -aient

je portais


I was carrying

tu portais


you were carrying etc.
il/elle portait

nous portions

vous portiez

ils/elles portaient

4. FUTURE TENSE

This is formed by adding the present tense endings of avoir to the infinitive :

je porterai


I will carry etc.


(In ordinary conversation, people usually prefer 

tu poteras







to use aller (to go) plus the infinitive

il/elle portera






Je vais manger 

I am going to eat

nous porterons






Nous allons manger
We are going to eat)
vous porterez
ils/elles porteront
