HONG KONG: GROWING GAP BETWEEN RICH AND POWER
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-18644893 
A report on the eve of President Hu Jintao’s recent visit to Hong Kong highlights the problem of poverty in the territory and also anger over the death in suspicious circumstances of mainland dissident Li Wang Yang(李旺陽).
TASK 1

Without looking at the transcript, listen to the video and answer the following questions:

1. How big is Lee Chi Wai’s living space?

2. Which TWO of the following are the reasons he gives for his difficulty in making a living nowadays:


a. He is old and not very strong


b. Many companies have moved their factories to the mainland.


c. Many mainlanders have come to Hong Kong recently.


d. Most companies only want temporary workers

3. How long is it since income inequality in Hong Kong was at the same level as it is now?

4. How long was Li Wang Yang kept in prison?

TASK 2
Now listen to the report again and fill in the gaps in the transcript:  

Wealthy and vibrant, with a power-house economy, this is the public face of Hong Kong but in the ___________ of this great city lies a dark under-belly with the working poor, like Lee Chi Wai, are finding it ever more difficult to make ends meet. He lives in one of Hong Kong’s best-kept secrets, tiny, confined spaces about the size of a single bed for people unable to _____________ more in the most expensive property market on the planet.

`It’s very difficult to find a job. Most companies have moved out to mainland China. Those that stay want temporary workers, not permanent staff. When the _____________’s over, I have to look for another job. That is why life is hard.’
In crowds this big, the city’s richest people ___________ rub elbows with the poorest but the gap between them is enormous. In fact, income inequality stands at its highest level in three decades causing ___________ public anger. It’s just one of the social problems facing Chinese president Hu Jintao on his trip to Hong Kong.
The other problem is symbolized by this man. Li Wang Yang was an elderly Chinese human rights activist disabled after spending two decades in prison. His suspicious death just a few weeks ago has caused an uproar with thousands taking to Hong Kong’s streets to demand an __________ by the Chinese authorities. Telephone calling by the University of Hong Kong has revealed that ______________ in the Chinese government has fallen to its lowest level since the handover.

`We have sentiments or emotions over what happened over in China.  That’s ____________ the reason why at this moment many people don’t trust the Beijing government a lot. Even anger is probably at the peak just now.’
Back at Mr Lee’s cramped quarters ______________ are talking about the upcoming 15th anniversary of the handover and their anger at the Hong Kong and Chinese governments. As Mr Lee prepares for bed he can’t help but reminisce about the past, when jobs were more plentiful and jobs easier.

Juliana Liu, BBC News, Hong Kong 
TASK 3
Match these words from the passage with the correct meanings:

1. vibrant



opinion or feeling about something




2. under-belly


talk or write about one’s memories of the past

3. confined


going to happen soon

4. temporary


period of ten years




5. decade



unattractive unseen part or aspect of a society

6. permanent


government, people in charge

7. authorities


lively and full of energy

8. uproar



lasting for ever

9. sentiment


not able to move freely or not allowing free movement

10. cramped


not spacious


11. upcoming


noisy complaints on a wide scale
12. reminisce 


lasting only for a short time

TASK 4
Answer the following questions:

1. Explain the meaning of the following phrases from the report:


i. make ends meet


ii. rub elbows with


iii. can’t help but

2. What are the two main reasons given by the report for people’s anger with the central and SAR governments?

3. What do you think the SAR government should do about the problem of poverty in Hong Kong?

4. What do you know about Li Wang Yang? 
Wealthy and vibrant, with a power-house economy, this is the public face of Hong Kong but in the shadow of this great city lies a dark under-belly with the working poor, like Lee Chi Wai, are finding it ever more difficult to make ends meet. He lives in one of Hong Kong’s best-kept secrets, tiny, confined spaces about the size of a single bed for people unable to afford more in the most expensive property market on the planet.

`It’s very difficult to find a job. Most companies have moved out to mainland China. Those that stay want temporary workers, not permanent staff. When the contract’s over, I have to look for another job. That is why life is hard.’
In crowds this big, the city’s richest people regularly rub elbows with the poorest but the gap between them is enormous. In fact, income inequality stands at its highest level in three decades causing widespread public anger. It’s just one of the social problems facing Chinese president Hu Jintao on his trip to Hong Kong.

The other problem is symbolized by this man. Li Wang Yang was an elderly Chinese human rights activist disabled after spending two decades in prison. His suspicious death just a few weeks ago has caused an uproar with thousands taking to Hong Kong’s streets to demand an investigation by the Chinese authorities. Telephone calling by the University of Hong Kong has revealed that confidence in the Chinese government has fallen to its lowest level since the handover.

`We have sentiments or emotions over what happened over in China.  That’s probably the reason why at this moment many people don’t trust the Beijing government a lot. Even anger is probably at the peak just now.’
Back at Mr Lee’s cramped quarters residents are talking about the upcoming 15th anniversary of the handover and their anger at the Hong Kong and Chinese governments. As Mr Lee prepares for bed he can’t help but reminisce about the past, when jobs were more plentiful and jobs easier.

