Japan’s amazing lunch-boxes

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-16069217 
In this report from Japan, the presenter tells us about bento – the Japanese art of making food into artistic shapes. The language is not very difficult but he does not always speak clearly and loudly so you need to listen hard.
TASK 1

Listen to the video without looking at the transcript and answer the following questions.

1. These are some of the designs mentioned in the video. Write numbers showing the order in which they are mentioned. The first one has been done for you as an example:


Michael Jackson ___   Hello Kitty ____     Harrison Ford ____      


Play Station ______    Nintendo _____     panda __1__
2. What does the sign on the teacher’s door say?
3. Which is the day when the mums feel under special pressure?

4. How long does it take the teacher to make a bento of someone’s face?

TASK 2

Now listen to the video again and fill in the blanks in the transcript.
It’s ____________ here at this kindergarten here in Japan and the children are eager to see what their parents have made for them. In this country a dry sandwich __________ in tinfoil just won’t do. The packed lunch has been elevated to something near an art form. 
So here we go. This one is… Is that a mouse or a rabbit? He said it’s some kind of _________. And there’s more in other parts of the classroom.

This is another child who’s obviously got an artistic mother. This rice ball is made to look like a panda.

Now at this table there’s some great ones. Here’s Hello Kitty and a teddy bear and right next to her, her friend has a piano. It’s great, isn’t it?

Now some people need a bit of help to learn how to make the __________ packed lunch, the perfect bento. The lady who lives in this flat is an acknowledged expert. She’s been on Japanese TV. Here’s the sign on her door – `Bento 4 Kids.’ She gives lessons and we’re going to take a look. 
Today, Tomomi Maruo is teaching her class of mums how to make a _________ character called Tortoro using ________ and sesame seeds, as well as a teddy bear’s face out of fish cakes. It’s not easy for the students.

(Yayoi Uemura) `We have this idea of presentation, how it looks and precisions. So I think that’s part of this culture.’
`What about err do you feel there’s - there’s a _____________ among mums?  If you go to, you know, the kindergarten and there’s a sports day and everyone gets their bento act together. That must be quite tricky.’ 

`I think, oh my gosh, it’s Sports Day, The expectation is getting high and you know you have to sit next to other mums so I – I feel pressure, certain pressure.’
`So this is magna characters. What else can you - what else have you done?’
The teacher has kept _________ of her best designs. 

`That’s a Nintendo wheel like you use to control that.’
`Yeah, yeah 

And a remote-control car.  And what’s that one?
`The Play Station’s remote controller.’
`And what’s that one made of?’
`Rice and seaweed.’
`Rice and seaweed.  And let’s have a look at some real _________.  That’s Christmas.  So  these – who are these, these portraits?

`Michael Jackson.’
`Michael Jackson’
`That’s Harrison Ford’
`As Indiana Jones with the Indiana Jones hat and stubble. How do you do the stubble?’
With seaweed. Little seaweed.

And do you do this kind of character bento every day?

Aha. Aha.
`It’s very devoted.’
`It’s fun. I enjoy doing it and my kids __________ it.’
`How long, then, do you spend? If you’re doing – you’re making a bento of Michael Jackson, how long does that take you?

`Umm. People’s faces are very ___________. For maybe it takes like two hours.’
Back in the kindergarten and lunch is coming to a very noisy end. None of it lasted very long. Cheap pandas, colourful characters. What took hours to make has been gobbled in a matter of minutes. 

TASK 3
Match the following words from the passage with their meanings:

1. elevate 





doing something in exactly the right way
2. obviously




picture of a person
3. acknowledge 



what people expect to happen
4. expert





far away
5. precision




short hairs on the face that appear if a man has not 








shaved recently
6. tricky





raise up
7. expectation




someone with special knowledge or skill
8. remote





clearly
9. portrait





accept or recognise
10. stubble




eat very quickly. 

11. gobble





difficult
TASK 4

Answer the following questions:

1. What fact does the reporter mention as evidence that Tomomi is an acknowledged expert?
2. Why do the mothers feel under pressure on Sports Day?
3, What does the report tell us about Japanese culture?

4. Describe a food tradition in Hong Kong which you think people in other countries moght find interesting.

4. 
