MARTIN LUTHER KING 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-23856729
American civil rights campaigner Martin Luther King Jr, made his `I have a dream’  speech in Washington 50 years ago this month (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=smEqnnklfYs) . In this interview, his son, Martin Luther King III, talks about how his father would have felt about the USA today. He refers to two shooting incidents that took place in US schools – in Newtown, Conneticut, in December 2012 and at Columbine High School, Colorado, in December 1999. Trayon Martin was a black American teenager who was shot dead by a white neighbourhood watch volunteer. The volunteer, who said that he had confronted the teenager because he looked suspicious and had shot him when he tried to grab his gun, was tried for murder but acquitted.

TASK 1
Watch the video without reading the transcript and answer the following questions

1. In what year was Obama first elected president of the USA? 2008
2. Which of these American companies are mentioned in the interview:
McDonald’s   Xerox   Microsoft   American Express   Walmart

3. How many people were living in poverty in the USA in 1963 and how many today?
20 million  and 60 million
4. In what year was the Voting Rights Act passed? 1965
5. In which city was Martin Luther King III when the interview took place? Washington
6. Which THREE countries does he mention at the end of the interview? Turkey, Syria, Egypt
TASK 2

Watch the video again and fill in the missing words:

You know I...I think he would be very proud of certain things that have happened in our nation. For example, he’s be very proud that our nation came together in 2008 and elected its first African-American president and then came together again and re-elected that president, He’d be pleased with the Afro-American CEOs, like with American Express, Xerox, but he would challenge us to do more and provide – create more opportunities for more African-Americans to become CEOs and lead corporate America.  He’d be very concerned, however, about the issues of poverty, some issues around race and militarism and violence. What I mean by that is in 1963 we had about 60 – excuse me, 20 million people living in poverty, today we have nearly 60 million. He’d be very concerned about that – how do we create a climate of entrepreneurship. He’d be concerned about the verdict in the Trayon Martin case. He’d be concerned about the fact that the Voting Rights Act was signed in 1965 but just a couple of months ago the Supreme Court gutted that so we’ve got to create a new Voting Rights Act to ensure that no one is mistreated as it relates to being able to vote. And he’d be very concerned about the violence that occurs within our communities as well as the fact that our world community is broached for some level of violence. We’ve got to find a way to treat our fellow human beings in a different way, we’ve got to be more humane to our fellow human beings as a nation and as a world community.

`Much of what you said is looking forward, which is fantastic. We’re also looking back to – to fifty years. One of the great lessons from your father was you can achieve a lot without any violence, by doing the exact opposite. By telling people they’ve got to act peacefully. That’s perhaps a message that perhaps is not heard as much today as it was fifty years ago when he spoke.’
`Well it is certainly very relevant, whether it is again in communities around the United States like –aah – Washington D.C., where I am now, or Atlanta, where I live, or Chicago, where we see violence occurring every day in a community. Or whether it’s Newtown, Conneticut, where tragically just a few months back children were killed in a school system, or Columbine several years ago where gun violence is beyond epidemic. Or globally where we see violence whether it’s in Turkey or – or you know tragically Syria or-or-or Egypt or anywhere in the world where violence is erupting.’  
TASK 3
Match these words from the passage with the appropriate meanings:

1. corporate



showing kindness 10
2. issue




decision on whether a person is guilty or not 5
3. militarism



make sure
7



4. entrepreneurship


break out 16 

5. verdict




connected with the question being discussed 12
6. gut (vb.)



wonderful 11
7. ensure




mention, suggest 9
8. mistreat




in a very sad way 13
9. broach




involving large commercial companies 1
10. humane



question or problem people are concerned about 2
11. fantastic



(of a disease or problem) affecting a population on a large 






scale
 14




12. relevant



being eager for war 3
13. tragically



remove the inner or most important parts of something 6
14. epidemic (adj.)


all over the world 15

. 

15. globally 



skill and willingness to found a new business 4
16. erupt




behave badly towards 8
TASK 4.  

Answer the following questions:
1. In your own words, state the features of life in the USA today that his son thinks Martin Luther King would have liked or disliked,

(suggested answer) He would have been pleased by the appointment of African-Americans as CEOs and the election of a Black president but disappointed that there was still some racial discrimination and that poverty and violence had become even greater problems
2. Does Hong Kong society have any problems similar to the American ones discussed in the interview? 
(suggested answer) There is some racial discrimination, especially towards Africans, and also a major problem with poverty but violence is much less prevalent in Hong Kong society than in the US.
3. Use the Internet to find out more details about the Columbine and Newtown school shootings. Did the students who committed the murders have anything in common?
(suggested answer) At Columbine High two students killed 12 schoolmates and a teacher before shooting themselves. At Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, a 20-year-old who had briefly attended the school killed 20 students and six staff members before committing suicide. He had killed his own mother just before going to the school. All three murderers were said to have had psychiatric problems but the exact nature of these is disputed.
4. Listen to a recording of the original speech (see the link above). Why was it so effective?

Possible points to make include: dramatic style of speaking and repetition similar to that used in many American churches, especially in the black community; use of familiar quotations or references to the Bible or American history, appealing to a wide audience by stressing that the movement respected basic American values and was simply demanding that Americans live up to them; message of hope at the end using the word of a familiar religious song.
