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`The most Scottish place in Italy’
A BBC reporter visits the town of Barga in Tuscany (the region of Italy north of Rome) to investigate its links with Scotland.  The style of speaking is less than formal than in many news reports and the dialogue closer to normal conversation.

TASK 1

Watch and listen to the video without looking at the transcript and then answer the questions below. 

1. The first person to speak after the reporter himself is giving directions.  What distance does he tell someone to walk?

400 metres
2. What kind of business does Paolo run?

A bar
3. Which side would Paolo support in a football match between Italy and Scotland?

Neither. He would want there to be a draw between the two teams.
4. When did large-scale emigration from this part of Italy begin?  

In the early 1850s
5. What percentage of the town’s population has connections with Scotland?

5%
6. What is Barga’s total population?

About 10 ,000
TASK 2
Watch the video again and fill in the missing words in the transcript:

DUNCAN:  Barga in Tuscany, a beautiful, medieval town complete with history, culture 

  
  and the most gorgeous of food. But I’m not here to learn about the secrets of 


  what this place looks like. I’m here to listen.

VOICE 1
  ..there’s a corner, you go down the hill here – 400 metres..

VOICE 2   ..tapestry is going to be about the Scottish..

VOICE 3   ..in Ibrox, ten men without a..
DUNCAN:  Yes, this place may look Italian, but it’s the Scottish connection which makes it 
           so interesting.
[SINGING]
DUNCAN:  And here we are, first stop Paulo’s bar! Yes! Paolo, pleased to meet you, I’m 

  
  Duncan

PAOLO:    And I’m Paulo – Gus

DUNCAN:  Paulo Gus?

PAOLO:    Yes, Paulo Gus, that’s my nickname.
DUNCAN:  And another Scottish accent.
PAOLO:    Another Scottish accent. You’ll find that there’ll be very many Scottish accents     

           in Barga

DUNCAN:  What’s your connection to this place?’
PAOLO:    My connection? I was born here. I was born in Barga, so..‘
DUNCAN:  But you went away.’ 

PAOLO:    My parents brought me over when I was just one.

DUNCAN:  Question for everybody.

PAOLO:    Yes
DUNCAN:  Do you feel Scottish or Italian?
DUNCAN:  Er. I’d say half and half.

PAOLO:    Don’t ask me if Scotland was to play Italy who I’d support. (laughs)

DUNCAN:  If Scotland were to play Italy, who would you support?

PAOLO:
  A draw! (both laugh)

DUNCAN:  Well, now the back streets of Barga looking for Ron Gold’s place. Ron’s one of 

  those others with another secret up his sleeve! He’s here somewhere. And here 

  we are at Ron’s bed-and-breakfast, in a town where Ron not only makes his own 

  beer but after five years here he can tell me the historical connection between  

           Barga and Scotland. 

RON:
  It really dates back to the early 1850s when from many parts of Italy and 



  particularly from these valleys there was a huge emigration. But some went to 



  Scotland, so for centuries, for generations there has been this coming and 

  
  going, which continues to this day
[SINGING]

DUNCAN:  And there are others here like Ron, who also have those strong Scottish 



  connections but have only lived here for a few years, just like the next person 


  I’m going to meet. Her name is Emma Morton. You should see the impact she’s 



  made.

[SINGING]
DUNCAN:  Now Emma, you’re from Glasgow but you sing Italian songs with a Scottish 



  accent.  What do you make of this whole Barga-Scotland connection?

EMMA:
  I don’t know. I guess – I guess it’s a bit strange. I think that `the most Scottish 


  town in Italy’ poster is- is a bit bizarre and especially for people who don’t know 

           The hisory of – of the connection here.
DUNCAN:  It’s reckoned about 5% of the 10,000 population here have some sort of 


  
  Scottish connection. And, just as Emma says, like Scotland, there’s a beauty 


  about Barga.
EMMA:    People here are so generous there’s – there’s a great community. I feel also 

  
  just look at the surroundings, it’s a bit like home, it’s a bit like Scotland. It’s just

       something very magical about Barga. It’s- it’s an attitude 

[SINGING]

TASK 3
Match these words from the passage with their correct meanings:

1. medieval 



the average time between people’s own births and the 






birth of their own children; all the people born around the 






same time 7
2. gorgeous 



very strange 9
3. tapestry



style of pronunciation 5
4. nickname



place where guests pay to stay the night and have a meal 






in the morning 6
5. accent




later than ancient times but before modern ones 1
6. bed-and-breakfast

the way someone feels about things 10
7. generation



extremely beautiful or attractive 2
8. impact




additional name which is used informally 4
9. bizarre




collision, strong effect 8
10. attitude 



a picture made out of cloth and hung on a wall for decoration 
















3
TASK 4
Answer the following questions

1. How would you describe Duncan and Paulo’s attitude towards each other?

Friendly/light-hearted/jovial/playful
2. Was Ron born in Barga?

No – he has only lived there for five years
3. What mistake does Ron make when he starts to explain the history of the Scotland-Barga connection?

He says `for centuries’ (= `for hundreds of years’) although the migration he is talking about only started about 160 years ago
4. What TWO things does Emma particularly like about Barga?

The generosity/community spirit of the people and the physical surroundings
5. Do you know anybody who was brought up in a country he parents had emigrated to? Which country do they feel they really belong to? Do they have any problems? (Use the other side of the paper if necessary, and write about 100 words)

