SUICIDE BOMBER

http://www.bbc.com/culture/story/20130704-arabs-boycott-suicide-bomber-film 
The reporter interviews the director of a film about the Arab-Israeli conflict which has been boycotted by Arab countries and also speaks to a critic and a supporter of the boycott.

TASK 1

Watch the video without reading the transcript and answer the following questions.
1. Put numbers in brackets to show the order in which these places are mentioned in the clip:
New York _____       Jerusalem _____        Tel Aviv ______
2. What is the date of the law which the director was accused of violating?

3. In what month did the Arab League call for a boycott?

4. How many members does this organization have?

5. What character from Star Wars is mentioned by the director?

6. How has the boycott possibly helped the film internationally?

TASK 2

Watch the video again and fill in the missing words:

This film, The Attack, has been banned in much of the Arab world. It tells the story of a well-established Arab-Israeli surgeon in Tel Aviv who discovers to his _________ horror that his wealthy, middle-class wife is a suicide bomber. 

The Attack was made by this man, Lebanese director Ziad Dueiri, who’s been busy travelling ___________ his film. He once worked with movie director Quentin Tarantino. The movie was originally given a screening permit by the Lebanese authorities but it was subsequently revoked because by filming his picture in Israel with Israeli actors he had violated a 1955 Lebanese Anti-Israel Boycott law. He was not happy with that decision. 
`I assure you there were many, many nights I would wake up in total anger because I believe that this film should be shown in the Middle East. The film is-is asking questions about certain things, about the dynamism of the area. How- why would you want to boycott a film?
The attack has played at many _________ film festivals. It was released most recently in the US where it won some excellent reviews. To many American critics it is a well-wrought film, even-handed in its story-telling. They think as a result of the boycott Arab audiences are losing access to a worthwhile picture.

`I think they’re missing out on a film that takes a very ___________ point-of-view on the conflict. The film is neither pro-Palestinian nor pro-Israeli. It looks at the Palestinian point-of-view and it gives it a good airing and I don’t’ think it takes sides and that is, I think, a very important thing to do as a piece of art and as a piece of political film-making and it’s unf- it’s a shame that those countries will be missing out on it.

In May, the Arab league asked all its 22 member countries to boycott the film. The director believes the real reason for the boycott is because his picture doesn’t demonise Israelis. He’s become very frustrated.

`Just to go out and boycott a film just because I went to Israel? It’s because I showed the protagonists on the same level as the antagonists because the Israelis ere not portrayed as Darth Vader. It’s _________, I’m upset, I’m upset. 

`Looking back, might it have been prudent in a way not to have filmed in Israel?’
`It’s a film which takes place between Israel and Palestians so you go film it between Israel and Palestine and try to be as authentic as possible. This is the problem.’
The film is being shown around the world including at this cinema in New York. Palestinian rights activist Andrew Kardi is boycotting the film. He _________ to see it. He believes the director took the wrong course of action.  

`By actually going to Israel, hiring Israeli staff and making a film where you couldn’t get a Palestinian to play the part – to play one of the starring roles so you got a Jewish Israeli to play a Palestinian, this was extremely problematic. He violated what both Lebanese people and the Lebanese government were calling for which was not having relations with the state of Israel.’
The Attack will be shown this week at the Jerusalam Film Festival, one of the few places in the middle east where it will get a proper screening. The director is __________ upset that it won’t be shown in his homeland. 

`Where it works me the most is back home. Back in Lebanon This is where I’m so – I’m emotionally __________ in that place because I’ve grown up there.’ 

One consolation for the director is that the boycott has created an awareness of his picture and possibly boosted box-office in countries where it can be seen but the director maintains the publicity ____________ by the boycott is not the kind he wanted for his picture.

TASK 3

Match these words with the correct meanings.

1. well-established


present as totally evil
2. screening



skillfully made
3. revoke




allowing to be seen in the open
4. violate




fight, dispute
5. dynamism



refuse to have any relations with
6. boycott 



enemy of the hero of a film or play
7. well-wrought 


with a good position in society
8 critic 




undo, cancel
9. conflict




showing in a cinema
10. airing 



sensible and careful
11. demonise 



real genuine
12. protagonist



something that reduces somebody’s sorrow
13. antagonist



show, make a picture of
14. portray



someone who writes reviews of books, films, plays etc.
15. prudent



neutral, impartial
16. authentic



make stronger
17. consolation



quality of being very active
18. boost




break (a rule or law)
19. even-handed


hero of a play or film
TASK 4

Answer the following questions:

1. What is the Arab-Israeli conflict about? (You may need to use a search-engine or reference book to answer this).
2. State in your own words the arguments given in the clip for supporting and for opposing the boycott of the film. What is your own opinion..

3. What impression does the clip give you of the director’s character?

