Tornadoes claim lives in south east USA

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-15786698 
TASK 1
Watch the video and answer the following questions without looking at the transcript:
1. What speeds did the winds reach in Louisiana reach?

2. How high did one house rise into the air?

3. What are the TWO times of year when tornadoes are common in the USA? 

4. How many tornadoes were reported in the south-east in a 24-hour period?

5. How many states were affected by the tornadoes?

TASK 2
Watch the video again and fill in the missing words.
This is what a tornado can do to a _______________. In South Carolina, some homes were ripped from their foundations, others were left with no roof, rooms now open to the elements. There’s debris everywhere, homes and buildings ___________ torn apart, their contents left spewing out of the rubble. In Louisiana, winds of more than 160 kilometres per hour threw one house 15 meters into the air. 

`It was like the Wizard of Oz, like, how they all get lifted up and they all just start __________, I felt like I was on a roller-coaster.’
But while some ____________ to gather together a few of the things that were precious to them before the tornadoes came, others were caught off guard. They escaped with their lives but lost everything they own. Stacy Degere’s home was completely __________. She’s ________________ and clearly still in shock. 

`First, just so odd and think why was at home and that my dog was O.K but it’s, it’s overwhelming.’  

Spring time is tornado __________ in the U.S. It’s not unusual for a second round to appear in the autumn but at least twenty tornadoes were __________ in the south east of the country within 24 hours and that’s a lot. The strength of them brought down trees and ____________across four states. The clean-up has already begun. It will take a while to ________ the damage that’s been done to homes and probably longer for the emotional scars to heal.
TASK 3
Match these words from the passage with their meanings:

1. tornado 



come or be pushed out in different directions
2. foundation



remains of buildings which have collapsed into pieces
3. the elements. 


so powerful that you are unable to react


4. debris




not looking out for signs of danger
5. spew out



mechanical ride in which people are carried in an open 








carriage up and down steeply inclined tracks
6. rubble




get better 

7. roller-coaster.



bottom part of a building
8. precious



mark left after an injury has healed
9. off guard



the weather
10. overwhelming.’ 


Bits and pieces left after something has been destroyed 

11. scar




very valuable
12. heal




spiralling column of air which travels across country doing 






great damage.
TASK 4
Answer the following questions:
1. Which two American states are mentioned in the article?
2. What does the phrases `Wizard of Oz’ refer to?

3. Explain the phrase `emotional scars’
4. Imagine that you were in a house that was lifted up into the air by a tornado. Write a letter to a friend telling him about your experience in about 150 words.
