UFO over Somerset
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/england/7487872.stm 
A report on claims that a UFO – Unidentified Flying Object – has been seen in the air over the West of England.

TASK 1

Watch the video without looking at the transcript and answer the following questions:

1. What job do the two Michaels do?   They are aircraft engineers
2. Which motorway were they on when they saw the object? (Motorways in Britain are named with the letter `m’ and a number)  M5
3. How long was it from when they first saw the object to when a plane started chasing it? 

One or two minutes
4. What part of England were the two men in? The West
5. What was the job of the third man who saw something that night? Pilot
TASK 2
Now watch the video again and fil in the blanks in the transcript:

For Michael Madden and Michael Casson, objects in the sky are rarely unidentifiable. both are aircraft engineers, both can spot a plane a mile away but what they saw over the M5 on Sunday night has made them both start to wonder. 

`..this thing in the sky moving at a rate of knots, something so fact that I’ve never seen before. 

`This thing was moving a lot faster than what you’d see any plane flying at. So, it was a – well, we don’t think it was a plane anyway’
They had a camera and took some photos from a window before the UFO disappeared. 

`It just stopped when it came to a hover, and then it shot off in a different direction.’
`And then within a minute, or two minutes, the fighter jet was up in the air following it. They wouldn’t have a jet chasing somat – an ordinary plane.’
\

`I didn’t believe in it all and I’m still a bit skeptical but we know what we’ve seen, so…  

If those photos haven’t convinced you, well, I can’t really blame you but there was another eye-witness, this time a trained pilot and he said that the lights that he saw in the sky just near here were things that he couldn’t explain even after decades of flying planes so the question is what were the strange lights in the sky over the West at the weekend?  

That same weekend, the Glastonbury Festival - stage shows complete with laser beams lighting the sky, so some would say `Case solved!’ Or is it? The two Michaels were near Weston-super-Mare and the light was in the opposite direction to Glastonbury. The South and the West of England are hot-spots for sightings. Here’s one from the Cotswolds last month. Could it be visitors from another planet, some new technology being tested by the military or is it a lamp-post? Best, I think, to let you decide. Andrew Plant, BBC Spotlight, Yeovilton 
TASK 3
Match these words from the passage with their meanings:

1. spot 





suddenly start to move very quickly 4
2. wonder. 




stay up in the air without moving12
3. knot, 





someone who sees something happen 8
4. shoot off




notice, catch sight of 1
5. somat 





make someone think that what you say is true,7
6. skeptical




period of ten years 9
7. convince




place where many things happen 11
8. eye-witness,




think about something you do not fully understand 2
9. decade





doubtful, not believing things you are told 6
10. laser 





non-standard English for `something’ 5
11. hot-spot




speed of one nautical mile per hour 3
12. hover





thin beam of light that covers a long distance without 







scattering 10
TASK 4
Answer the following questions:

1. Why are the two Michaels particularly reliable witnesses in this kind of case?

Because they are aircraft engineers and know a lot about flying objects.
2, What TWO reasons did they have for thinking that what they saw was not a plane.

Its speed and the fact that a jet fighter was sent to investigate it.
3.What FOUR possible explanations of UFO sightings (other than the UFO being from another planet!) are mentioned in the passage?  
Plane, laser beam, lamp-post, technology being tested by the military.

4. What o you know yourself about UFOs. Do you believe they are spaceships from another planet? 
