Underground world: Seoul's 'super highway' v London's 'rude tube'

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-22010533
BBS reporters take trips on the ultra-modern Seoul underground railway and on the London Underground, the oldest such system in the world.
TASK 1

Watch the video without reading the transcript and answer the following questions.

1. How many people travel on the Seoul underground system each day? 7 million
2. How old is this system? 14 years
3. How much does a single journey cost? 7 dollars
4. Tick the things which you can do on the Seoul metro:

Play football___    browse the Internet__(_   take cooking lessons ___  make a phone call____   

get advice on your tax bill__(_  drink alcohol____     go shopping__(_
5. How many people travel on the London Underground every year? 1 billion
6. What is the maximum charge for a single journey? 7 dollars
7. How much does a monthly pass cost? 176 dollars
8. Which foreign countries do trains run to from St Pancras? Belgium, France
TASK 2

Watch the video again and fill in the missing words.

Welcome to Seoul’s underground super highway. Seven million people travel on this underground system every day and it’s a sign of how quickly South Korea’s developed that it’s only 14 years old. This being South Korea it’s clean, it’s efficient, it’s airy and it’s cheap. A single journey costs one dollar.

`South Koreans have some of the longest working hours in the entire world and you can’t even escape from the boss down here on the subway. There’s WiFi and phone connections throughout the entire network. Not only that but the local government have set up special trains like this one with carriages where you can get advice on everything from tax, to welfare, to housing issues - just in case your long working hours don’t tally with the local government offices.  But in high-tech South Korea, they go a step further. Some stations have peaceful gardens or art exhibitions to help you through your morning commute. This station has a virtual supermarket, the first in the world according to the company who host it. Here you simply browse the shelves as you’re waiting for your train, then scan the barcode with your mobile phone and the groceries get delivered to your house.
Welcome to the world’ oldest and most iconic metro. More than a billion passengers travel on the London Underground every year. Whilst you can’ always get a seat when you get down to the platform, you can always get something to read. 
Travelling on the London Underground isn’t exactly cheap. This journey is going to cost me a maximum of seven dollars and to get a monthly pass it’s more like a hundred and seventy-six dollars. The people who run London Underground didn’t want us coming in rush hour because it can get very, very packed. We are out of those key times, which is why I managed to get a seat. The other thing that the London tube is very well known for is the fact that nobody talks to each other.  

`Hello!’

`How are you?’
Why does no one talk to each other on the Tube?
`I think people are just trying to get where they need to go.’
Everyone’s  a bit rude, aren’t they. Everyone’s like -  looking at their papers, looking at their phone.  No one wants to chat.

I don’t think it’s rudeness. Would you go to any random park and just randomly go up and talk to people?

We made it here in pretty good time around 19 minutes which isn’t at all bad. I’m at King’s Cross- St. Pancras and this is known as the gateway to Europe because trains go from here to Belgium and to France but unfortunately I am not off to Paris today, I’m off to work.
TASK 3

Match these words from the passage with the meanings:

1. efficient 


look briefly over different parts of something  4
2. issue



crowded 6
3. commute. 


busiest time on a transport system 5
4. browse 


working without waste or delay 1
5. rush hour 


something that needs to be decided upon but about which people may 

have different opinions. 2
6. packed


without any fixed system 7
7. randomly


heading towards8
8. off to 


journey between home and your regular place of work 3
TASK 4

Answer the following questions:

1. What differences have you noticed between the Seoul and London metro systems?
London’s system is much older, has fewer additional facilities and is more expensive.
2. What reasons does the Tube passenger give for passengers generally not talking to each other on the London Underground?  Do passengers on similar systems in other countries behave any differently?

People are only interested in getting o their destination and it is strange just to start talking to people you don’t know.
3. Can you think of some things that would encourage strangers to talk to each other?
