DUNCAN’S DEATH-DEFYING DIVE
C: … AJ Hackett, the undisputed champions of the world with the highest bungee-jump and sky-dive in the world. It ain’t in South Africa, it ain’t in New Zealand,  it’s right here in South-East Asia, Macau. And of course, our next jumper is Duncan from Londinium. … How are you doing?
D: I’m doing alright.

C: Are you alright, gov?

D: I’m O.K. I’m O.K.

C: You’re sweet!  How are you feeling?

D: Err..nervous
C: Nervous. I will- I would be too, especially when you can tell all the ladies that you’re wearing pantyhose.
D: Laughs
C: Yea. So what brings you to Macau, Duncan?

D: Err I work in Hong Kong as a teacher.

C: Aah do you? Oh, nice! And how’s things over in Hong Kong?

D: Things in Hong Kong have been going pretty well. It’s been a pretty good year for me.
C: Ah, choice! Pleased to hear it. Is this your first bungee jump?

D: First bungee jump.

C: How did you hear about us?

D: Err some of my friends told me this is the place to be.

C: It is my friend considering we are the professionals and of course this is the highest bungee in the world.
D: Might as well start with the best!

C: Anyone you want to say hello to back home in London?

D: Yea, my mum, Jane, and my Dad, Ian, and Lily.

C: And Lily?

D: Love them
C: Choice! O.K. You have a good jump and I’ll see you back on the edge.

   And we’re back here at Macau Tower with A.J. Hackett, the professionals, the highest bungee and sky jump in the world. And as we watch the lovely Chinese

lounging about on a public holiday, the rich and famous enjoying a bottle of champagne, we get back to reality and, of course, you remember poor young Duncan who’s just about to jump off a building with a rubber band tied round his ankles. First time, too! Good old bungee virgin! Well one thing we can guarantee you my friend is we will pluck your cherry! And next time you’re in London remember to remind the queen to say hello – remind her to say hello to Tony because, of course, she still owes me for our lunch. 

Yes, Duncan, nice one bro. We’re all good, the safety belt’s off, all we’ve got is the count down. 5 – 4 – 3 – 2 -1. Look at that! No fear! Flying like an eagle and dropping like a rock! Nice one Duncan! Ah, he’s enjoying that. Look at him flapping his arms.

One thing, Duncan. No matter how hard you flap your arms, man cannot fly. And a word from Mr Dave.
Dave: Nice job! Welcome to AJ Hackett.
C: Choice! Thanks, Dave. And of course remember, Duncan, on behalf of all the staff well done.  Remember to buy the video because of course it will make the economy a better place with the world recession. And one question for you.  Are you smarter than a fifth-grader? How did you rate that? Goodbye? 

NOTES:
1. ain’t


non-standard English for `isn’t’
2. Londinium   
original Latin name for London (the city first became an  

              important settlement when Britain was part of the Roman  

              Empire)
3. choice

   
great, fine (slang)
4. gov      
   
Abbreviation for `governor’, used in working-class London 
speech roughly like 大佬 in Cantonese but without the ironical overtone the latter often has.
5. pantyhose    
a woman's tights (tight-fitting garment covering legs from 





waist down) 
6. cherry

   
American slang for virginity; pluck someone’s cherry =  

                                       take away their virginity                                        bro


abbreviation for `brother’
7. Are you smarter than a fifth-grader?

   
In the American TV game show `Are You Smarter than A Fifth-Grader’ contestants answer questions based on the elementary (primary) school syllabus. This show provided the original idea for the HK programme係咪小兒科? and for similar programmes in over forty other countries. See the list at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Are_You_Smarter_Than_a_5th_Grader%3F 
DUNCAN’S DEATH-DEFYING DIVE   
Name:  ___________________      Class (No.) ____ 
1. What is special about the Macau Tower jump?
2. The M.C. uses a different name for `London.’  What is it?
3. How is Duncan feeling before the jump?

4. How did he find out about the Macau Tower bungee jump?
5. What are the names of Duncan’s father and mother?

6. Why does the M.C. want to send a message to the Queen?

A  He wants to arrange to have lunch with her next month

  
B  She did not give him the money when they had lunch before


C  He wants to know what she usually has for lunch in London


D  He needs to explain that he can’t come to lunch until next year.
7. What argument does the M.C. use to persuade Duncan to buy the video of his jump?

A  His family will enjoy watching it

B  It will be useful for teaching English


C  He can show it to people in other parts of the world


D  Spending money will help the world economy

8. Find an example of alliteration on this page 
9. Would you like to do a bungee jump?   Why/Why not?
10. What is the most exciting thing you have done in your life so far?  Describe it in about 100 words.  (You can continue on the back of the paper)
