ATHEISM AND FUNDAMENTALISM
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/programmes/newsnight/8171293.stm
An interview with Sister Wendy Beckett, a Catholic nun and expert on religious art, who argues that fundamentalists and atheists are basing their belief on an untruth, and are afraid of God. 
TASK 1

Watch the video without reading the transcript and answer the following questions.
1. Which country does the nun mention?
2. What phrase does she use to describe the emotional state of atheists? 
3. What TWO things does she say the church is NOT like?
4. Which of the following does she think is the main reason many people are not members of churches:

- they do not like Right-wing politicians


- they are selfish

    - religion has not been explained to them clearly enough


- they have not read the Bible
TASK 2

Watch the video again and fill in the missing words:

One could say that seemingly our ___________ is a very religious one.  I say seemingly and I say it because of – there’s a great power of the American religious Right, which is ____________ echoed in the great power of the Right in non-Christian countries and is repeated by the angry excitement of the atheists. So there is a lot of talk about religion – atheism, of course, being as much a religion as any other – but I say seemingly because I think both these religions – fundamentalism and atheism – are based on an untruth and if a religion is ________ it’s a very dangerous thing. So I think as far as an outsider can judge, we have a lot of seeming religious talk which is really based in both instances – fundamentalism and atheism – on a fear of God. it’s so much simpler with just black and white and you don’t have to think things out for yourself but of course that’s not the real God and that’s not the real religion. I don’t think it matters so much if people go to church or not. What matters is whether they know God. If they know God, they’ll go to church because the church is a spring-board. We spring from it to God; it’s not a rocket that will take us to God. We’ve got to do the springing. And if we regard the church as like a rocket or just a flat plain on which we walk, we’re not getting anything from it. So if people are not seeing the Church as a means of __________ God, leaving our own smallness and entering into the largeness that he intends for us, then why should they go to church? People’s needs and desires are what will form their religious life. It could be they’re just being selfish but I - I would hesitate to think that. I think people are searching because it’s deep in all of us this longing for something greater. Christians, and non-Christians, too, for that matter – call if God, Others don’t know what to call it. You don’t have to call God anything. I mean `God’ is just a word. It’s that - that ___________ that formed us and that has fullness of being for us if only we can open to it. That’s the issue. And if a church can’t lead people into this truth, then why should people go? 
I think one of the strongest instances of a false idea of God is shown by the Fundamentalists. They seem unable to believe that God made us with ___________and that over the centuries scholars have been working on the Bible and studying it and now realise that it’s a collection of _________ of old cultures which they now understand and of different genres which they now understand and which is not meant to be taken literally. 
I think the one great need is religious teaching. The church can do nothing if people don’t know what the church if offering. So people who’ve really come to know the Lord, have studied the scriptures and studied the teachings of the church and can teach other people. I think if I – if I could do anything, it would be to pray for more good religious teachers because then people would want to go to church, because they would know what it’s all about. As it is they don’t know, and it’s not their __________.  

TASK 3

Match these words with the correct meanings.

1. nun




example or case of something
2. expert




belief that the old, original interpretation of a religion is the 







only true one
3. echo (vb.)



a board which bends and from which you can easily jump up
4. atheism




according to the simple and basic meaning of the words
5. fundamentalism


type of writing
6. spring-board


someone who knows a lot about a subject
7. instance



a woman who remains unmarried and lives in a special 







religious community
8. genre




sacred writings
9. literally. 



belief that there is no God

10. scriptures



bounce a sound back so it is heard again
TASK 4
Answer the following questions:

1. Why do you thing Wendy Beckett describes atheism as a religion?

2. What is her concept of God?  What criticism of this concept would an atheist and a fundamentalist be likely to make?
3. What is her criticism of fundamentalists?

4. Do you agree that better religious teaching would make more people go to church?

