BUBBLE CAR

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-13088553 
This is a report on a small family business in Britain. The `NEC’ referred to is the `National Exhibition Centre’ in Birmingham, a city in the English Midlands. 
TASK 1
Watch the video without reading the transcript and answer the following questions:

1. How many cars are the family exporting this week? 10
2. How many years is their order book full for? 2
3. How far can the car travel using just one gallon of petrol? 70
4. What is its top speed? 25 m.p.h.
5. When was the original German bubble car popular? 1950’s and 1960’s
6. How tall is Alan Evans? 5 ft. 7 ins.
. 
TASK 2

Watch the video again and fill in the blanks in the transcript:

They’re probably the U.K.’s smallest car manufacturer – they certainly make the smallest cars – but these scale models of German bubble cars have turned into big business for the Evans family. This week they’re exporting ten and their order book is full for the next two years. 
`From what started as just a silly idea- “Let’s see if we can do it” – and the interest’s that’s now evolved around them, and the internet and one thing and another, it’s – it’s more than I ever really hoped for, to be honest.

`Is that the same?’
`That’s the one.’  

The cars are hand-made by Emma and her dad, Alan, in a small workshop near to Gainsborough. Each one does around 70 miles to the gallon and has a top speed of 25 miles per hour. Each one is a perfect replica of the Messerschmitt bubble car of the 1950’s and 60’s – the ultimate in minimalist transport.

`Small is beautiful. I’m only five foot seven! (laughs) They always have been a fascination, bubble cars, wherever you take them. People flock round them. We had this at the NEC ummm and it was the busiest stand in the NEC at the Classic Car Show in October last year.’
With orders coming in from all over the world, the family already has plans to expand their workshop and create a full production line. 

`I’m pretty confident that sort of this time next year we’ll be in better premises, larger premises and hopefully with some staff as well.

And the company’s ambitions don’t end there. Their next project is a full-sized, ultra-frugal, road-legal version and, with fuel prices as they are, it could prove just as popular.

Paul Norton, BBC `Look North’ at Redborne, near Gainsborough.

TASK 3
Match the words with the correct meaning. The first one has been done for you as an example.
1. manufacturer



wish to achieve something  11
2. exporting




allowed by law to go on the road 13
3. evolved




furthest or most extreme 5
4. replica





make bigger 9
5. ultimate




come together in large numbers 8
6. minimalist




person or organization making things in a factory 1
7. fascination




building(s) in which a business is carried out 10
8. flock





requiring very little money ultra-fugal
9. expand





developed 3
10. premises




selling to other countries 2
11. ambition




model 4
12. ultra-frugal



being very interested, something that people are 







very interested in 7
13. road-legal




very simple and uncomplicated 6
TASK 4
Answer the following questions

1. Why did the family start making these cars?

They just wanted to see if they could do it/ They did it just for fun,
2. Which member of the family do you think knows more about making cars? Give a reason for your answer.

(Various possible answers) E.g.: 

Emma(as she seems to recognize a car part which her father has to ask about)

Alan (as he’s older)
3. Explain the meaning of `full production line’
A line along which the car travels so that different stages in the production process can be carried out by different people.
4. Explain the meaning of `to be honest.’
`actually’  `in fact’  `to tell the truth’
5. Describe the family’s plan for the future

They want to expand their workshop, employ workers for a production line and manufacture a car that can travel on ordinary roads.
6. Imagine you are one of the family and that you are asking a bank to lend you money to pay for your expansion plans. Make a short presentation telling the bank what you do and why you think you will make a profit in future.
(Sample answer): `We are presently producing small bubble cars that people can use for fun but which cannot travel on public roads. People like the design and also the fact that the car can travel for 70 miles on just one gallon of petrol. We already have orders for the next two years.
We believe that with bigger premises and a proper production line we could build and sell many more cars. We also want to build fill-sized bubble cars for use on the roads. We are sure that, as fuel prices are now so high, plenty of people will want to buy this new product.  All we need is the money to make the investment and if you make us a loan it will make money for both you and us.
