CAPITAL PUNISHMENT

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-26136111 
Allen Ault, who witnessed executions as the head of the state of Georgia’s prison service in the 1990s, describes the effect that one particular execution had on him. He is now a campaigner against the use of the death penalty.
TASK 1

Watch the video without reading the transcript and answer the following questions.
1. How many offices did the attorney-general check with just before the execution?

2. What was the name of the electrician who was also in the room? 

3. What were the prisoner’s last words?

4. What happened to the prisoner’s head when the electricity was turned on?
TASK 2

Watch the video again and fill in the missing words:

`I was standing behind in another room with a __________, looking at the back of the electric chair. I was there with the attorney-general of the state of Georgia and we had phones hooked up to the US Supreme Court, the governor’s office, the Georgia Pardons and Parole Office and so then when he _________ with each of those entities which might grant a stay or a parole or - or commute the sentence, but when he ______ with each of those entities and there was no stay, then he _________ that to me and there was an individual standing behind me who had been my electrician when I was the warden of this institution – I knew him very well – and so when the attorney-general indicated there was no stay, then I asked the individual for his last – if he’d like to give his last words, which he said: `Please forgive me.’ And then I turned to Brad and said, `Brad, it’s now time.’ Brad flipped a switch and we could see the ________ of electricity running through this individual’s body and uh snapped his head back – and then there was just total ________ and I knew I had killed another human being’
`At the very beginning of this interview, you used the word `murder.’ 

`Yes’
`Do you believe in your heart that you murdered, or were _________ – complicit in the murder of Christopher Burger? 

`Although it’s state-sanctioned, it is by every ____________, it’s pre-meditated murder, probably the most pre-meditated of any murders. In fact, in most states, executions on the coroner’s report, it’s listed as a homicide. So yes, I-I feel like I was very much __________ in pre-meditating a man’s killing and giving the order for him to be murdered.’
TASK 3

Match these words with the correct meanings.

1. attorney-general 



organization set up for a particular purpose
2. parole 





killing a human being
3. entity 





turn over quickly
4. stay





person in charge of a building, particularly a prison 
5. commute 




person who investigates and reports formally on the








cause of someone’s death

6. warden





releasing someone from prison on certain conditions 








before the end of his full sentence.
7. institution




an object, organization etc.
8. flip





permitted, allowed
9. complicit 




chief government lawyer
10. sanctioned,




thought about and decided on before being carried ou
11. pre-meditated



reduce a punishment
12. coroner




delay ordered by a court
13. homicide




involved in or part of a wrong action
TASK 4

Answer the following questions:

1. What impression does the way he speaks give you of Allen Ault?
2. What effect did watching the execution have on him?

3. Ault now feels that the execution was a murder. How would you define the word `murder’? 
4. What are the main arguments used by people who oppose and by those who oppose the death penalty? What is your own view?

SUPPLEMENTARY READING
This written report of the interview is at 

http://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-26273051
Most guests come into the HARDtalk studio with their guard up, their defences prepared. Dr Allen Ault simply faced the cameras and bared his soul.
His account of supervising executions in the US state of Georgia was one of the most painful, searingly honest and courageous testimonies I have ever heard.

Dr Ault is a soft-spoken Midwesterner with steel-grey hair and a steady gaze.

As he spoke about his years as corrections commissioner for the US state of Georgia, he appeared to forget the artifice of the TV studio and relive his experiences in the execution chamber.

"I still have nightmares," he told me.

"It's the most premeditated form of murder you can possibly imagine and it stays in your psyche for ever."

"Murder" - an extraordinary word to come from the lips of a man who administered America's ultimate punishment on five occasions.

What happened to Allen Ault? What turned him from a loyal servant of the judicial system to a passionate campaigner against capital punishment?

His painful journey began with a promotion. Dr Ault was a psychologist who worked in the diagnostic and classification centre of the Georgia prison service.

The centre was chosen to house Georgia's execution chamber and Dr Ault became its warden. Without ever closely examining his own feelings about the death penalty, he found himself in charge of the machinery of death.

In Georgia's case, it was the electric chair. Mr Ault remembers every detail of every execution he oversaw.

Perhaps the most troubling was that of Christopher Burger, who as a 17-year-old juvenile with borderline mental impairment had been involved in a brutal rape and murder.

Burger spent 17 years on death row. Dr Ault saw him change. The troubled youth got an education, his brain developed and matured.

Yes, he was guilty of a terrible crime. He was also desperately contrite.

When Dr Ault described Burger's execution to me, his words were powerful, the agonised silences even more so. Two decades have done little to ease Dr Ault's burden of remorse and guilt.

"His last words to me were, 'Please forgive me'.

"I could see the jolt of electricity running through his body. It snapped his head back and then there was just total silence... and I knew I had killed another human being."

Racial intimidation
Each execution that Dr Ault supervised deepened his misgivings.

William Henry Hance was a black man convicted, by a majority white jury, of murdering three women.

One black member of the jury later described an atmosphere of racial intimidation. A white juror had said execution would leave "one less nigger to breed".

Hance's IQ was so low that some experts believed he was not competent to file a plea. Nonetheless, he was convicted and it fell to Allen Ault to supervise his electrocution.

"Why didn't you walk away?" I asked Dr Ault on HARDtalk. "Eventually I did," he breathed.

"But it was too late?"

"Yes… And I've spent a lifetime regretting every moment and every killing."

Dr Ault left his post as Georgia's corrections chief in 1995. In the years since, he has received counselling to try to come to terms with his overwhelming sense of guilt.

He has also become a high-profile campaigner against America's use of the death penalty. He rejects the idea that the prospect of execution has any significant deterrent effect.

And there's the racial element to the application of the ultimate punishment.

"Kill somebody white and you're three times more likely to get the death penalty than if you kill a black person," he says.

There is now a small cadre of former death row wardens and corrections chiefs who have joined Dr Ault's campaign against the death penalty.

And their message is striking a chord.

Some 28 US states have declared their opposition to capital punishment, and the number of executions has fallen.

But opinion polls show a majority of Americans still believe in the utility and justice of killing those convicted of the most heinous crimes.

So Allen Ault continues to bare his soul to change his country's mind.

"No-one has the right to ask a public servant to take on a life-long sentence of nagging doubt, shame and guilt," he concludes.

This is not a rhetorical point. He's talking about himself.

QUESTIONS

1. What fact does the report imply is particularly troubling about the decision to execute the two men named in the report.

2.  What are the two main additional arguments against the death penalty presented by the interviewee apart from his main one that it is a form of murder.

VOCABULARY
Explain in your own words the meaning of these words or phrases as used in the passage.

searingly
testimony

artifice
diagnostic
impairment 
contrite.

agonised 
intimidation. 
high-profile
deterrent effect.

cadre 
strike a chord.

heinous
bare his soul
nagging
rhetorical 
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