ELECTRIC CARS IN CHINA
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-china-21695564
A report on the potential of electric cars to help reduce the pollution problem affecting cities in mainland China.
TASK 1

Watch the video without looking at the transcript and answer the following questions:  
1. How many new cars go onto China’s roads each month? One million
2. What percentage of pollutants in Chinese cities are now caused by vehicle exhaust? 

Up to 50%
3. How many electric vehicles does the government want to have on the roads by 2020? 

5 million
4. What is the maximum subsidy the government is paying for each electric car produced at the moment?  US$30,000
5. How far can an electric car currently go on one charge? Over 300 km
7. What city is John Sudworth reporting from? Shenzhen
8. How many electric cabs does the taxi company mentioned in the video now have. 300
9. How many more have they ordered? 500
10. How often does China’s National People’s Congress (the Chinese parliament) meet?

Once a year.
TASK 2  
Now watch the video again and fill in the missing words:

For China, the costs of its economic rise are suddenly looming large. More than one million new cars take to its roads every month, adding on the one hand to prosperity but on the other hand to a mounting crisis. Vehicle exhaust now amounts to more than half of the harmful pollutants choking China’s cities. So the country’s politicians need a quick solution and this might very well be it. 

The question is, can China do what no one else has managed to do so far: make the electric car not just an environmental aspiration but a real consumer desirable. 

There’s already a plan to put five million electric vehicles on the roads by the year 2020 but, despite greasing the wheels with subsidies worth up to $30,000 per car, still no one is buying.

`I think when you talk to a regular Joe about electric car, he’s excited, but when you start asking Mr Joe to buy the vehicle, he becomes apprehensive and we call that `range anxiety.’ Most people are concerned about `How far will my vehicle go?’
Three-hundred-plus kilometers per charge might impress some buyers but there’s another obstacle: China doesn’t yet have anything like enough charging stations. The same anxieties lie behind the failure of electric cars the world over. 

Bit in terms of deciding what runs on China’s roads, the government still has distinct advantages. The luxury of unchallenged centralized decision-making power and the ownership of an awful lot of vehicles. In the southern city of Shenzhen this part-state-owned taxi company runs three hundred electric cabs with five hundred more on order. Pollution is weighing heavily on China’s communist party and it meets for its annual parliament, some are expecting renewed efforts to give battery power a boost. John Sudworth, BBC News, Shenzhen,
TASK 3
Match these words from the passage with their meanings:

1. loom




a little worried about what may happen next 7
2. prosperity



something wished for but perhaps difficult to achieve.5
3. mounting



without any opposition or criticism 10
4. choke (verb)



come into view appearing large and/or important 1
5. aspiration



large committee which decides on a country’s laws etc, 11
6. subsidy




being or becoming wealthy 2
7. apprehensive


strengthener 12
8. impress




clear, clearly different from other people or things 9
 


9. distinct 



increasing 3
10. unchallenged


appear good or important to someone 8
11. parliament



money paid (especially by a government) without anything 





being given in return 6
12. boost. (noun)


make or become unable to breathe 4
TASK 4

1. What are the two main worries that consumers have about electric vehicles?
The range and the small number of charging stations.
2. What advantages does the Chinese government have in dealing with this problem when compared to governments in most other large countries? 

It can make decisions centrally without any challenge and it owns a lot of vehicles itself.
3. What are the disadvantages of the Chinese method of government?

(For example) There is no method of restraining the actions of bad rules. Individual freedom is often ignored.
4. Do you think the government in Hong Kong should promote electric vehicles and, if so, how should this be done?

OWN ANSWERS
