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HOUSE OF THE FUTURE
A reporter shows us round an exhibition showing how houses may look in the future. She is not a native speaker of English so her language is not always completely idiomatic:
TASK 1
Watch the video without looking at the transcript and answer the following questions:

 

1. What city is the `House of the Future' in? Brussels
 

2. How many bottles of wine are on the digital shopping list? Six (after two have been added)
 

3. How does information about grandfather's health reach the intelligent mirror? Via his toothbrush
 

4. What is the name of the special place for the children to sleep and entertain themselves? 
 (The) cocoon
5. Who is able to get access to the delivery box outside the house? (The) postman
TASK 2

Now watch the video again and fill in the missing words:
Hello, my name is Gemmike, welcome to `Living Tomorrow’ in Brussels. I’m going to show you around the House of the Future.

So, here we are in the kitchen of the future, a very special kitchen designed by Zahar Hadid. So, one of the special features of the kitchen is our digital whiteboard. This will basically facilitate all your daily tasks and everything in the board is linked to your whole house. First of all, let’s do some shopping. I write what I’d like in my Notepad.  So, I do fancy some red wine. And then we bring it to our grocery list. I already have four bottles, I want two more and I confirm. Very good, my grocery list is finished. I also want to check today how my ecotrack is doing – how am I doing today in terms of tap water consumption, rain water, gas and electricity

So, in the bathroom of grandfather we have a very special intelligent mirror. If grandfather is checking his health daily via his toothbrush he will be seeing actually on his mirror how he’s doing that day. What about his blood pressure? His body temperature? And, very important, he has to remember to take his medicine, of course.

So, here we are in the bathroom of the parents with again, another special, intelligent mirror. Let’s look what this one is holding. As you can see, we can check the news in the morning before we leave to work, see what’s happening in the world. Do we have to take our umbrella or not? Not today, fortunately.  I like to have a bit of music when I start the morning, and there we go.

So, here we are in the children’s bedroom of the future with one very special feature – the cocoon. Let’s have a look inside. As you can see, inside the cocoon it’s very comfortable but most importantly of all, it’s actually very ecological – instead of heating up the whole house you’ll just be heating up this little inside of the cocoon. Another very important part is multi-media aspects – television screens, Internet, everything is accessible but with the screen on the outside the parents have the final word and they can switch on and switch off whenever they think that’s good. So is this the bed of the future? Who knows?
So, here we are in the living room of the future. So the house is all linked to one central system which will allow you to switch on and switch off your lights and heating systems whenever you like. For instance, if we check on this touch screen we can switch this off or on. We can go round the living room and just say – well, there is too much sun today and close those windows, and there they go. Just one touch away and that’s easy. 
So, here we are at the front door of the house of the future with a very special delivery box. For those people of you who like to shop on the internet, we have found a special solution whereby you don’t have to be at home any more. This means your package that you ordered will get a special code, radio frequency identification code –which will give the access to the postman to your door. Let’s check, So then the postman can actually pop in here the CDs or books you ordered But we also have other ones where you can check for instance a cool box or even more for shopping if you have a look down here. So, there you go, a glimpse into a possible house of the future. 
TASK 3

Match these words from the passage with their meanings:

1.feature




paper or cardboard wrapped around something 12
2. facilitate



wavelength; how often something happens 14
3. fancy 




involving several different ways of sending information 9
4. grocery




special quality or function 1
5. ecotrack



concerned with the balance between living things and their 





environment
8



6. consumption



make easier 2
7. cocoon




brief view 18
8. ecological



feature, part of a subject
10



9. multi-media



entering or getting to somewhere 16
10. aspect 



like, would like 3
11. delivery



signs, symbols etc.for transmitting a message secretly13 
12. package



finding out who or what someone or something is 15
13. code




shop selling general types of food and drink; (plural) things 





bought from such a shop) 4
14. frequency



example (of something happening) 17
15. identification


system for checking how you have affected the environment5 16. access




small container to keep people warm and protected 7
17. instance



using things up 6
18. glimpse



bringing something to where it is needed 11
TASK 4

Answer the following questions:
1. What country is the exhibition in?  Belgium (Brussels is the capital ) 
2. Without looking back at the passage, explain how you can add items to the grocery list in the kitchen.  
You write on the Notepad on the digital whiteboard, then drag the item into the grocery list lower down
3. Apart from the technological features, how is the home shown different from the living environment of most people living in Hong Kong?
This is a house, not a flat, and there is much more space than in the average Hong Kong home
4. Do you think children would enjoy using the cocoon shown in the video?  Why

Yes, because they can feel cosy and protected inside and also have lots of electronic devices within reach.
5. Can you think of any other possible inventions which might make life more convenient in future homes?

Robots to act as maids, fridges which can tell you when they need re-stocking, beds which tidy themselves, electronic pets etc.
