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High hopes for Hunger Games franchise
TASK 1

Watch the video without looking at the transcript and answer the following questions:  
1. In the film, for how many years are the games supposed to have been in existence?

2. How many youngsters take part in the games?

3. How many copies of The Hunger Games and related books have been sold in the US?

4. What two other film series are mentioned in the report?

5. How much money was the film expected to take in its first weekend on release in North America?

TASK 2  
Now watch the video again and fill in the missing words:

`The time has come to select one courageous young man and woman for the ______________ of representing District 12 in the 74th annual Hunger Games.’ 
`The Hunger Games’, based on a ___________ popular best-seller, is about to open in cinemas in some fifty countries around the world. This week fans have been ____________ out over night, hoping to meet the stars of a film they just can’t wait to see. 

`It’s just so exciting and I can’t – I just can’t wait.’
`I bought the tickets the minute they went on sale. So, I’m just – I’m counting down.’
`The Hunger Games’ is set in a futuristic, post-apocalyptic ____________ of North America, where the children from different districts compete to fight to the death in a televised spectacle. It is grisly, but the _____________ has been toned down in the film. 

`There’s twenty-four of us, Ken, and only one comes out.’
`They think that the __________ is the most important part of our story because it’s the __________ that ignites an uprising and a revolution and it kind of is - is the sickest reflection of us.’
Cast members also argue that the film’s______________ serves to highlight the repugnant nature of a reality TV broadcast where children are forced to kill one another.

`You’re not sitting there and wanting these children to fight. You’re seeing the situation as child abuse basically. It’s an extreme idea that reality TV has gone very, very bad and now we’re forcing young children to do this as _____________.
`The Hunger Games’ is an adaptation of the first volume of a trilogy written by Suzanne Collins. With more than 26 million Hunger Games - related titles in print in the US alone, it’s been a publishing sensation.

`They think people identify with the themes of the book, which is the growing gap between the haves and the have-nots and the fact that – you know – the  sort of glitz and glamour of celebrity conceals underlying social ills and __________ 

`Make sure they remember you.’
Hollywood definitely wants `The Hunger Games’ to succeed. With the end of the Harry Potter series and the soon-to-be-completed highly ___________ `Twilight’ vampire movies, there’s a need for a powerful, new, money-making franchise and on that front it’s hoped `The Hunger Games’ will deliver. 

`They just want a good show, that’s all they want.’
`You have a - a film like `The Hunger Games’. It’s based on a __________ book with a proven property, with a proven fan base – that is, that’s as good as money in the bank and there aren’t too many of those around.’
And Hollywood needs a broad franchise. `The Hunger Games’ may _____________ just such a thing. The books are targeting teen readers but they appeal to many adults, too. 

`There are certain themes that are __________ in the books, and ideas that sort of parallel to the world that we live in today. You know, this extremely violent world that the characters enter and - and the idea of living in a sort of voyeuristic culture where sometimes people’s pain and violence is - is glorified for __________. I think that, you know, adults who read it can maybe see these kinds of parallels on a deeper level.’
`I just keep wishing I could think of a way to show then that they don’t own me. If I’m going to die, I want to still be me.’ 

Fans of the books will go and see this film in droves, but want about the uninitiated? To some `The Hunger Games’ is seen as more of a triumph of hype and marketing as opposed to cinema art.  Although it’s won such strong reviews, not all critics have been engaged.

`Somewhat _____________, actually. It felt like a very long movie. I think it’s about two-and-a-half hours and I think in the film there was a lot of stuff that to me – and I haven’t read the books – felt like it was just put in there because it was in the books and the fans of the books would want to see it, whereas I, a neophyte to this whole world, was just sort of left wondering “Well, what was the point of all that stuff?” ’ 

But across ____________, hordes of fans are now waiting to see the film. In North America it’s expected to pull in $100 million in its first weekend of business. At the box office, `The Huger Games’ are about to begin.

`Three…’
TASK 3
Match these words or phrases from the passage with the appropriate meaning:

1. courageous




draw special attention to
2. futuristic




make less extreme
3. post-apocalyptic



someone who is new to an activity or experience
4. spectacle




being famous
5. grisly





being interesting or exciting and attractive
6. tone down




hide
7. uprising





set of three
8. highlight




subject, topic
9. repugnant




something exciting or unusual to look at
10. abuse





something new that creates great excitement


11. adaptation




brave
12. trilogy





brand or product which makes money by selling the 







right to market things under its name
13. sensation.




unpleasant and upsetting
14. theme





seeming to be like the future
15. glamour




revolt against a government
16. celebrity




quality
17. conceal




after a great disaster that ends a civilisation
18. franchise




involving pleasure by watching other peoples’ 








experiences which should really be private
19. property




not yet taken into an organization, not







yet aware of something
20. appeal to




similarity





21. voyeuristic




talking or writing about something in an exaggerated 







way to make it seem attractive
22. parallel




in large numbers
23. in droves




interested or willing to get involved with something
24. uninitiated




large crowd
25. hype





disgusting
26. engaged.




changing or modifying something to use it a new way
27. neophyte




be attractive to
28. horde





using something or someone in a wrong way
TASK 4
Answer the following questions
1. Explain the phrases `reality TV’ and `box office.’
2. What criticisms of the films are made in this report? Do you think they are justified?

3. In your opinion, why did the first book become so popular?

4. According to the report, how is the film different from the book?  Did you yourself notice any other differences between them?

