Fierce rain, wind and snow lash Middle East
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-11980206 

1. This report is about bad weather in the Eastern Mediterranean. Listen to it and put numbers (1, 2, 3) beside three countries in the order in which they are mentioned:
Turkey ______   Israel _______   Egypt ______  Syria _______  Lebanon ________
2. Listen again and fill in the missing words:
A few days ago, there were complaints about the drought and the heat wave - not any more. In Lebanon, they’re more used to battling forest fires but the stormy ____________ engulfing the eastern Mediterranean has sunk fishing boats, uprooted trees and _____________ roads. At Beirut airport two training planes were _________ by the wind. Across the whole region, flights were disrupted and delayed. It’s the same story in Israel, where people are __________ of `the great storm’. Almost two days of strong winds, torrential rain, hail and lightning. Only the brave or foolhardy ventured onto the _________. To the south of Israel in the Gaza Strip the wind and sea relentlessly battered the shoreline. On the Egyptian Red Sea coast the tourist industry is still trying to ____________ from the recent shark attacks but for the moment, thanks to the weather, there’s little danger of anyone going in the water. Ports in the Red Sea and Egypt’s Red Sea coast were ____________ and shipping was delayed in the Suez Canal  In the capital Cairo there’s no rain, just a ___________ cold wind. For the whole region, rain is necessary and is welcome. Egyptians have been cursing the heat for months but now the summer is nothing more than a distant__________.  Wendy Urquhart, BBC News.
3. Find all the countries on a map (you can use the link ). Which is the largest of the three?
_____________________
4. Match these words from the passage with their meanings. The first question has been done for you as an example:
complaint  6



1. made late

drought




2. too stupid to think properly about the danger you may be 






in

engulfing




3. dared to go

uprooted




4. liquid flowing quickly in great quantity
disrupted




5. rain which has frozen into hard balls of ice as it falls

delayed




6. saying you are unhappy because something is wrong

torrential




7. never stopping being strict or harsh

hail





8. using bad language to wish bad fortune for someone or 







something.

ventured




9 completely covering or swallowing up

foolhardy




10. happening not long ago

relentlessly



11. disturbed, stopped from working properly

recent




12. far away

cursing




13. a long period with no rain

distant




14 pulled right out of the ground 

3. What THREE problems did countries in the region have before the storms?

4. Think of the worst weather you have ever experienced yourself. Describe what it was like and how you felt about it. (Write about 100 words)
