                         NOUNS AND ADJECTIVES

I. Nouns

1. Cases: Latin nouns change their endings to show the grammatical role of the noun in a sentence and these different forms of the noun are known as its CASES. The endings for each case are different for different types of noun and each type is known as a DECLENSION. The table below shows the main endings for the three most important declensions. The words given as examples are silva (forest), deus (god) and rex (king). I have given each case a name which describes its function but I have also given in brackets the traditional names which you will find in most grammar books.






1st Decl.

  2nd.Decl


   3rd.Decl.





Sing.

Plural     Sing.     Plural

Sing.

Plural

SUBJECT


silva

silvae

deus

deī

rex

rēgēs
(Nominative)

DIRECT OBJECT
silvam
silvās

deum

deōs

rēgem
rēgēs
(Accusative)
POSSESSIVE

silvae

silvārum
deī

deōrum
rēgis

rēgum
(Genitive) 

INDIRECT OBJECT
silvae

silvīs

deō

deīs

rēgī

rēgibus
(Dative)

STARTING POINT
silvā

silvīs

deō

deīs

rēge

rēgibus
(Ablative)

Notice that sometimes the same ending is used in different cases of the same word (for example silvae can be a plural subject, a singular possessive case or a singular indirect object). The other words in a sentence will normally make it clear what the meaning is.  Notice also that in the first and second declensions the stem of the word (the past before the ending) stays the same but that in the third declension the singular subject form may have a different stem from the other forms of the noun.  A Latin dictionary always gives you two forms of a noun: the singular subject and the singular possessive case. In this way, you can tell what declension it belongs to and also (for the third declension) what the two forms of the stem are.

A few second declension nouns with a stem ending in  –er  (e.g. puer (boy), magister (teacher) ) do not have –us for the singular subject form but add the normal endings for other forms. Some words keep –er before these endings (e.g. puerum, puerī) but others drop the -e-  (e.g. magistrum, magistrī)

Third declension nouns usually have the possessive (genitive) plural in –ium instead of –um if the genitive singular has the same number of syllables as the nominative singular (.e.g.hostis, hostis  (enemy) > hostium (of the enemies). Nouns like this also often have –ī as well as –e as the ablative singular ending.(e.g. cum hostī OR cum hoste = with an enemy). Nouns with nominative singular in consonant +s and genitive singular in the same consonant plus –is (e.g. urbs, urbis (city) follow the same rule.
 All these nouns can optionally take the older ending –īs instead of –ēs in the accusative plural.
When you use someone’s name to speak to them, you normally use the same form as the subject of a sentence. However, second declension nouns usually change the singular –us ending to –e.

2. Gender: Nouns in Latin are either masculine, feminine or neuter. With words referring to human beings or animals, the gender is obvious from the sex: words for males are masculine in gender and words for females are feminine.  If a noun refers to something that is sexless, then its gender must simply be learned. In the table above, you can tell from the meaning that deus and rex are masculine nouns but you need to be told (and remember!) that silva is a feminine noun. First declension nouns are usually feminine, second declension nouns usually masculine or neuter and third declension ones can belong to any gender. It is important to know the gender of a noun because pronouns and adjectives have different forms for different genders. So a dictionary always gives the gender as well as two case forms, and the entries for the three nouns in the table above are like this:

silva, -ae (f.)   forest, wood

deus, -ī (m.)  god

rex, rēgis (m)  king

3. Neuter nouns: the endings of neuter nouns are mostly the same as those for masculine nouns, but the singular subject form is the same as the singular direct object form and the subject and direct object plurals always end in –a.  Here are the forms for the neuter nouns triclīnium (dining room) and latus (side).

2nd.Decl



3rd.Decl.





Sing.     
Plural
 

Sing.

Plural
SUBJECT


triclīnium  triclīnia

latus

latera


(Nominative)

DIRECT OBJECT
triclīnium  triclīnia

latus     
latera
(Accusative)




     [then like deus]           
[then like rex]

3rd declension neuter nouns ending in –e, -al or –ar (e.g. mare (sea), animal, exemplar) always have the ablative singular in –ī instead of –e. They also have nominative/accusative plural in –ia and genitive plural in –ium.
4. Fourth and fifth declensions: The last two declensions contain only a very small number of nouns but some of these are very common words. We give here as examples the very useful words exercitus (army) and rēs (thing, affair, 事 ):  






4th . Decl.





5th. Decl








Sing.


Plural     

Sing.     

Plural


SUBJECT


exercitus      
exercitūs


rēs


rēs



(Nominative)

DIRECT OBJECT
exercitum   
exercitūs


rem


rēs

(Accusative)
POSSESSIVE

exercitūs    
exercituum

reī


rērum
(Genitive) 

INDIRECT OBJECT
exercituī
   
exercitibus


reī


rēbus

(Dative)

STARTING POINT
exercitū    
exercitibus


rē


rēbus

(Ablative)

Fourth declension nouns are usually masculine (e.g. senātus (senate), portus (port), and spiritus )spirit) but  manus (hand) and domus (home) are feminine. There are two quite common neuter nouns: genū (knee) and cornū (horn). These have subject and direct object singular form in –ū, subject and direct object plurals in –ua, but other endings are like exercitus.

Fifth declension nouns are all feminine except for diēs (day) which can be either masculine or feminine. Diēs differs slightly from rēs by keeping a long ē in the singular possessive and indirect object form 

(diēī)

II. Adjectives

Latin adjectives have different endings according to the grammatical function of the noun they describe and to whether it is singular or plural, masculine, feminine or neuter. However, the neuter endings are the same as the masculine ones except  for the plural subject and direct object endings and sometimes for the singular subject and direct object endings also. Neuter endings are therefore just given in brackets below after the masculine ones when they are different.

There are two main types of adjectives:

I  With feminine endings like those of the first declension  and masculine and neuter endings like those of the second declension: 





Masculine (neuter)


Feminine

.




Sing.

  
Plural   

Sing.     
Plural



Subject

īrātus (-um)
īrātī (-a)

īrāta

īrātae


Direct Object
īrātum

īrātōs (-a)

īrātam
īrātās
Possessive

īrātī


īrātōrum

īrātae
īrātārum
Indirect Object
īrātō


īrātīs


īrātae
īrātīs

Staring Point
īrātō


īrātīs


īrātā

īrātīs

II. With endings, and also changes in the stem itself, like 3rd declension nouns. Most 3rd declension adjectives have the singular starting point (Ablative) ending in – ī, the plural  neuter subject and direct object forms  in –ia and the plural possessive form for all genders in –ium.  A small number of adjectives  have instead the endings –e, -a and –um.  Here omnis (every, all) is given as an example of the first type and pauper (poor) as an example of the second:

Masculine/Feminine (neuter)

Masculine/feminine (neuter)

Sing.

  
Plural   

Sing.     

Plural

Subject

omnis (-e)

omnēs (-ia)

pauper

pauperēs (-a)

Direct Object
omnem (-e)
omnēs (-ia)

pauperem (-)
pauperēs (-a)

Possessive

omnis

omnium

pauperis

pauperum
Indirect Object
omnī


omnibus

pauperī

pauperibus
Staring Point
omnī


omnibus

pauperē

pauperibus

NOTES:

1. Nearly all 3rd. declension adjectives use the same forms with both masculine and feminine nouns but a few have a separate ending for the singular feminine subject .  acer (sharp, keen) has  feminine singular subject acris but acr- plus endings exactly like omnis for all other cases  

2. Adjectives like omnis often have an alternative -īs ending for the masculine/feminine plural direct object. So He praised all the students could be translated either omnēs discipulōs laudāvit or omnīs discipulōs laudāvit.
As in English, adjectives are normally placed together with nouns or linked to them with forms of the verb to be esse.  E.g.

Puellae laetae per omnem insulam errant.

The happy girls wander all over the island.

Paulus et Marcus sunt callidī



Paul and Mark are clever

In English, an adjective can be used like a plural noun by putting `the’ in front of it (e.g. `The poor have to face many problems’). In Latin both singular and plural adjectives can be used in this way without any additional word (e.g laetus, a happy man; irāta, a happy woman).

The comparative form of the adjective is formed by adding –ior or (for the neuter gender) -ius to the adjective stem. It takes endings like those of pauper, with the stem changing to –iōr- before the endings are added. For example, the comparative of ferōx, -ōcis (ferocious, fierce) is ferōcior (fiercer), with singular neuter subject/object form ferōcius :

Masculine/Feminine (neuter)



Sing.

  

Plural   



Subject

ferōcior (-ius)
  
ferōciōrēs (-a)
Direct Object
ferōciōrem (-ius)

ferōciōrēs (-a)

Possessive

ferōciōris 
          ferōciōrum

Indirect Object
ferōciōribus 
     ferōciōribus
Staring Point
ferōciōribus         ferōciōribus

The neuter singular form in –ius can be used as an adverb, so citius ambulāre (with the comparative of  citus, quick) means to walk faster/more quickly. The motto of the Olympic Games is citius, altius, fortius (faster, higher, more strongly) with two more comparatives from altus (high) and fortis (strong).

Latin uses quam (than) before the noun with which a comparison is made. The two examples on the posters on the MMLC cupboards use the adjectives stultus (stupid) and loquāx (talkative)

Quis est stultior quam asinus
Who is stupider than a donkey?

Quis est loquācior quam psittacus?
Who is more talkative than a parrot?

The superlative of an adjective is used by adding the ending –issimus to the stem. This form has the same endings as īrātus.

Quīntus est fortissimus      
Quintus is the bravest/Quintus is extremely brave

If an adjective has different singular subject forms for different genders, the entry for that adjective in the dictionary will give those endings. If there is only one singular subject form for all genders, the dictionary gives the singular possessive form so that you know how the stem changes. For example:

bonus  -a –um
good

fortis –e    brave

ingēns    - entis    huge

� There are, however, exceptions to the general rules, most of which are listed at � HYPERLINK "http://books.google.com/books?id=BqMAAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA48&as_brr=1&hl=ru&cd=7#v=onepage&q&f=false" ��http://books.google.com/books?id=BqMAAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA48&as_brr=1&hl=ru&cd=7#v=onepage&q&f=false� 








