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Fears grow over earthquake-hit Japanese nuclear plant
TASK 1

Watch the video and answer the questions below without looking at the transcript:

1. At the time of this report, how many explosions had occurred at the plant?  2
2. How much of Japan’s electricity is obtained from nuclear power?  About one third
3. What was the woman who was interviewed afraid of?  Getting cancer
TASK 2
Watch the video again and fill in the missing words:

Inside the plant, _workers_ are struggling to avert a nuclear catastrophe but today a second explosion, this time at reactor number 3. The blast was huge, the cause believed to be a build-up of hydrogen. 
`We assume there was a similar explosion at the third reactor, the one that occurred at the first. At this point, we can confirm the container of the reactor is sound. Experts also __expect_ that the possibility of radioactive particles being set free is low.’
Just hours before, people living nearby were still trying to leave by any means __possible_. These exclusive images were filmed just three miles from the site, those who had ignored earlier warnings now desperate to get out. In the towns further away, they were being scanned for contamination. Officials here say a few have shown slightly raised levels of radiation but nowhere near dangerous levels. Japan relies on nuclear for nearly a third of its electricity but trust in the technology and power company officials is being _shaken_.
`I want to believe err but err err I don’t know err whether we can err believe them – their comment fully err and not only their comment but also the Japanese government and the government of Fukushima prefecture’s comment. I want to believe err but I have to take our own _action_.’
`I am very scared. If I get affected by radiation, there will be a big ___risk_ of getting cancer.

After being checked, people are being offered places in evacuation centres around the city. This place is about forty miles from the nuclear power station. For some, that’s not far enough. They’re leaving the __region_ altogether and going to other parts of Japan.
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TASK 3
Match the words in bold in the passage with the meanings listed below by writing the appropriate number against each word:

catastrophe
 8

1. one of the units some countries are divided into for local administration

reactor
9

2. wanting to do something whatever the cost

hydrogen 
12

3. pollution
confirm
11

4. moving people from buildings or areas because they are in danger
sound

7

5 took no notice of

exclusive
10

6. skills and methods of using science to do things
ignored
5

7 undamaged

desperate 
2

8 disaster
contamination
3
9. container within which atoms are split to release energy to make electricity
technology
 6

10. not available elsewhere
prefecture
1

11. say that something believed or suspected is definitely true.
evacuation
4

12. a gas
TASK 4

Answer the following questions:

1. What was the probable reason for the two explosions?
A build-up of hydrogen
2. Why were people checked when they had left the area around the plant?

To see if they had been contaminated by radioactivity.
3. Which of these adjectives would you use to describe the two members of the public talking in the clip: angry, indignant, suspicious, worried, carefree, calm.
4. Write your own reaction to the report in about 150 words.

Inside the plant, workers are struggling to avert a nuclear catastrophe but today a second explosion, this time at reactor number 3. The blast was huge, the cause believed to be a build-up of hydrogen. 

`We assume there was a similar explosion at the third reactor, the one that occurred at the first. At this point, we can confirm the container of the reactor is sound. Experts also expect that the possibility of radioactive particles being set free is low.’
Just hours before, people living nearby were still trying to leave by any means possible. These exclusive images were filmed just three miles from the site, those who had ignored earlier warnings now desperate to get out. In the towns further away, they were being scanned for contamination. Officials here say a few have shown slightly raised levels of radiation but nowhere near dangerous levels. Japan relies on nuclear for nearly a third of its electricity but trust in the technology and power company officials is being shaken.

`I want to believe err but err err I don’t know err whether we can err believe them – their comment fully err and not only their comment but also the Japanese government and the government of Fukushima prefecture’s comment. I want to believe err but I have to take our own action.’
`I am very scared. If I get affected by radiation, there will be a big risk of getting cancer.

After being checked, people are being offered places in evacuation centres around the city. This place is about forty miles from the nuclear power station. For some, that’s not far enough. They’re leaving the region altogether and going to other parts of Japan.
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