China facing one child policy dilemma

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-china-19677676 
TASK 1
Watch the video without reading the transcript and answer the following questions:

1. How old is the baby shown at the start of the video?

2. If you live in the town and your first child is a girl, how many more children are you allowed to have?

3. How many months pregnant was Chen Ze Ping when officials tried to make her have an abortion?
4. How many girls are there in Year 1 at Two Rivers Primary School.
5. By how many per cent do boys outnumber girls in the whole school?
6. Why does the government not want to relax the policy?

. 
TASK 2

Watch the video again and fill in the blanks in the transcript:

She is just four days old – in her mother’s eyes a little angel – but she’ll have no brother or sister. She’s the one child this family can have.

`One child is too few. We should be allowed at least two. They should change the rules.’
And pressure for change is growing. China may have the world’s biggest population but it needs more babies. Its birthrate has collapsed,

`Not acting to phase out the one-child policy would be one of the long-lasting legacies, a negative one, for the outgoing leadership. They missed the opportunity, they dragged their feet and they dropped the ball on this.’
The rules are complex, many couples are exempted, but in essence if you live in a city you can have one child only unless both parents are single children. Then you can have two. In the countryside just one child if it’s a boy, but if the first is a girl, then you can have another. 

Enforcement of the policy can be brutal. At an unmarked grave he dug himself, a father mourns his baby, a boy, murdered, the family say, by officials. Chen Ze Ping and her husband already have a child. She’s allowed a second under the exemptions but when she was six months pregnant officials, trying to keep the birth rate down, dragged her to hospital and injected her to force an abortion. Here the next day she delivered her boy. He died soon after. Many in China now want this harsh policy to end. And this is another reason to scrap it – a backstreet ultra-sound clinic we filmed secretly. `Can you see the sex of my baby?’ the woman asks. It’s illegal to tell her because if parents know they prefer their one child to be a boy. `It’s probably a girl,’ is the reply. She’ll almost certainly be aborted.
It’s here in the heart of rural Anhui province that China’s gender imbalance is at its very worst. This is Two Rivers Primary School. Aborting huge numbers of baby girls is storing up huge problems for the future, which China’s incoming generation of Communist leaders, about to take power, are going to have to face.  
Year 1 is the worst. Ten boys and just two girls. In the school as a whole, boys outnumber girls by 50%. Multiply that by millions across China and who will all the boys marry?

China’s Communist rulers are reluctant to relax their controls, fearing a new population explosion but they’ll have to choose, take a risk, or soldier on with a policy that’s increasingly unpopular and problematic. 

David Grammaticus, BBC News, Two Rivers Primary School in Anhui province.
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TASK 3
Match these words from the passage with their meanings:

1. collapse 

going to have a baby 7
2. legacy 


not gentle or soft 9
3. exempt


being male or female 10
4. essence


producing difficulties 12
5. brutal


fall down, suddenly become much less 12
6. mourn


allow someone not to obey a rul which everyone else must follow 3
7. pregnant

unwilling 11
8. abortion


something that a person leaves behind after death or at the end of their 





   career, 2
9. harsh


the most important qualities of something or someone, which make 




   them what they are 4
10. gender 

show one’s sorrow over someone’s death 6
11. reluctant

killing an unborn baby 8
12. problematic. 
cruel 5
TASK 4 (suggested answers)
Answer the following questions:
1.Explain the meaning of these phrases (n.b. two of them really mean the same thing):

a. miss the boat

not act at the right time
b, drag one’s feet

go too slowly
c. drop the ball

fail to act at the right time

2. In what circumstances are couples in mainland China allowed to have more than one child?

If they live in the city but are themselves single children or if they live in the countryside and their first child was a girl.
3. If the one-child policy was abandoned, would equal numbers of boys and girls be born in China?

Not necessarily because, if people continued to prefer girls to boys, couple would probably stop having children after the birth of a boy but not after the birth of a girl so there would still probably be more boys than girls born.
4. What would you do if you were in charge of mainland policy on this issue? Explain your answer.

5. There is no law limiting the size of families in Hong Kong but the birthrate is now below replacement level. Why has this happened?
