POOR WRITING AND TEXTS

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/education/7557892.stm
A studio discussion on the decline in standards of handwriting in the UK and whether this is something worth worrying about/
TASK 1

Watch the video without looking at the transcript and answer the following questions:  
1. What percentage of teachers said they were not confident teaching handwriting? 28% 
2. What percentage of parents said they could not do joined-up writing? 25%
3. According to Josh Dhaliwal, which two countries have reported similar problems with handwriting to those in the UK?   US, Australia
4. Which two professions does he mention as requiring good handwriting skills?

Medical profession, legal profession
5. In which country have studies suggested that children who can write properly have better self-esteem?  Canada
6. Why does the female presenter admire her colleague’s handwriting?
Because it is neat and tidy
7. According to the colleague himself, why did he write more carefully than usual this time?

Because he knew it would be shown on TV.
TASK 2  
Now watch the video again and fill in the missing words:

- Now, are your children being told of for having messy writing?

- Yes, teachers and parents are worried about falling standards, yet in a survey almost 28% of teachers said they weren’t even confident in teaching the skill of handwriting.

- And nearly 25% of mums and dads admitted they couldn’t write joined up writing themselves! Both blamed emails and texting. Let’s talk to Adam Brand who’s a handwriting expert and also Josh Dhaliwal form the youth technology website Mobile Youth. Very good morning to you both. So Josh do we need to still be writing or actually is it O.K. to write an email and a text and do away –do away with the ancient art altogether?

- Sure, I think first thing - you probably mentioned this – is that this is not something that’s unique to the UK. We’ve had – you’ve seen similar results from both sort of Australia and the US. Now there are arguments for and against handwriting - as sort of a life skill. I think a large number of young people will tell you that they don’t need to write any more because the communication that young people have largely is through – with their peer network - tends to be either through text-speak on their mobile phones or through some kind of truncated language on – through, through some social networks online or through email. 

-Umm 
-I think one thing that’s increasingly becoming apparent is how much it’s – it is being overlooked as a life skill. Now if you look at professions for example such as medicine and the legal professions where a lot of the communication between people is still very much in the handwritten word - O.K.– there is –there is – there is I guess umm you know there - there certainly is a problem on the horizon

- So what’s the justification for keeping handwriting going? I mean – is - is there clear proof that there is a tangible benefit from handwriting  - beyond the obvious one of actually being able to write properly?
- Well I mean there’s a tremendous benefit to a child learning to write well that goes right through to adulthood. Um children that can write with joined-up writing - they’ve found in Canada from the studies they’ve done - they have better self-esteem they can communicate better with their colleagues and their friends and the whole thinking process is more logical and if you can learn joined-up writing quite early on, it also helps your reading ’coz you’re seeing a word as a total rather than just doing an `i’ with a dot on the top, which affects all your spacing. So in fact writing is a skill that should be maintained even though there’s all the equipment that Josh is talking about 

- Josh, yea - you work on a website, you obviously do a lot of emailing and umm work on the computer. What opportunities do you actually still get to write something? I mean what opportunities to any of us get still to actually write?

- I think this is exactly the argument that you’ll see – probably see - from young people is. ‘Why is it important if I never get to handwrite, if I never use it.’
I mean the classroom is the obvious place, isn’t it? Right? I mean I don’t know.  Do children still write essays longhand or is it all done on a computer.

- I think this is – this is again something that is becoming very apparent is that if young people are allowed to use their PCs for researching and presenting their coursework or their homework in - in sort of word-processed and printed format, is there really that much need again? And I think it is only becoming apparent when young people are leaving school age is and they’re finally going to have to fill in forms or submit applications or you know like I said you know if you’re going into sort of the legal - sorry into the medicine professional you know the NHS one of the largest employers in the UK still very much relies on the handwritten word.
- Adam, let’s have a look at Charlie’s handwriting. What does this tell you about his skills and his ability to write? Looks extremely neat to me.
- Yes, it is and what’s – what is interesting from a graphological point of view umm is that you’ve got – on the original I saw just a few minutes ago – is that you’ve got a slightly widening left margin, which is about ambition, you’ve got a rising base line - that’s the imaginary line under the middle-zone letters like the `m’s – which is a sign of optimism – he can go for it. If you look at the way he connects his letters, some letters are connected and some are disconnected. Disconnected letters tend to show that he has an intuition which is then backed up by logic. But what is interesting about this writing, the word spacing is relatively close so he’s - he likes to work in a group. But if you look at the way that the `n’s are structured, they’re like bridges. If you look at the third lines, the word `n’ at the end - `sun’ - it’s like a bridge, so he’d be quite difficult to get to know. So from – from this writing you can learn quite a lot about a person’s personality.
- Well I suppose the reason I mean it’s intriguing isn’t it - the whole thing about handwriting – because whether or not what you say is true, you do – you do – when you see someone’s handwriting – you do draw conclusions rightly or wrongly about people, don’t you – a bit

- Indeed – and umm I’m afraid we’re out of time. But thank you very much indeed for joining us Adam Brand and Josh Dhaliwal. I’d be proud to have writing like yours Charlie. It’s so neat and tidy.
- So I never think it is so neat but maybe I was being a little cautious because I knew it was going to be shown,
- Yea, it was going to be exposed to the public. Thanks both very much indeed.
TASK 3
Match these words from the passage with their meanings:

1. ancient




hand in to someone in authority to judge 9
2. truncated



expecting that things will go well 12
3. apparent 



sensing things without needing full evidence 13
4. horizon




reveal, make public 16
5. justification 


formal request for a job, membership of an organisation etc.10
6. tangible 



very old 1
7. tremendous



compared to other people or things 14
8. maintain



clear 3
9. submit




puzzling in an very interesting way 15
10. application



greatly cut down or reduced 2
11. graphological


imaginary line beyond which we cannot see anything else 4
12. optimism 



great, extremely good 7
13. intuition



reason why it is worth doing something 5
14. relatively



able to be touched or measured 6
15. intriguing



keep something going, stop something from getting 







   worn out or being lost 8
16. expose




concerned with the study of handwriting 11
TASK 4
1. What benefits of learning good handwriting are mentioned in the discussion?
Greater self-esteem, better ability to communicate, more logical thinking, ability to perceive words as wholes, meeting needs of professions like medicine and law which still rely greatly on handwritten communication.
2. Why are the disadvantages of having poor handwriting often not discovered until a person leaves school?

Because there is not much need for handwriting in many schools but in society in general you often need to fill in forms etc. by hand 
3. Do you prefer writing things by hand or using a computer? Why?

