TWELVE YEARS A SLAVE
http://www.bbc.com/culture/story/20131011-12-years-a-slave-too-brutal 

British director Steve McQueen talks to film critic Tm Brook about his new film, Twelve Years a Slave, based on the true story of Simon Northup, a free black citizen of New York who was kidnapped and sold into slavery but finally rescued and reunited with his family twelve years later. The book itself, which was widely read in the United State in the 1850s but has since then been largely forgotten, is available on the Internet at http://archive.org/details/twelveyearsasla00nortgoog The `March on Washington’ refers to the Civil Rights protest at which Martin Luther King made his `I have a dream’ speech, and `the revocation of voting rights’ to a decision by the US Supreme Court in June 2013 removing the federal government’s right of veto over changes in state laws which restrict voting rights. Trevor Martin was the young black man shot dead by a white Neighbourhood Watch volunteer, who was later acquitted of his murder.
TASK 1

Watch the video without reading the transcript and answer the following questions.
1.What musical instrument did Simon play? violin
2. What is the name of the river famous from the Bible that is mentioned in a song from the film’s soundtrack? Jordan
3. This year (2013) is the:

150th. anniversary of the abolition of slavery in the USA and the 50th. of the `March on Washington’. 
4. How many years after Twelve Years a Slave was written did Anne Franks write her diary? About 100
5. In what city was the film first shown? Toronto
6. How many people walked out during the performance? 3 or 4
7. What is the thing about the film that most pleases the director? It means people will know who Simon Northup was.
TASK 2

Watch the video again and fill in the missing words.

`Solomon Northup is an expert player on the violin.’
`I was born a free man, lived with my family in New York.’ 

`Be good to your mum!’
`- until the day I was deceived -
`To Solomon!’
- kidnapped, sold into slavery.’
`Why did you want to make this film?’
`For me it was – it was just important. I just wanted to make a film about slavery because it was just something which hadn’t been actually looked at before really – in depth. It was just a gaping hole in sort of film history and I thought to myself well, you know, I want- I want to investigate, I want to find out, I want to look. And that’s why - it was sort of an obvious thing to do for me. ’ 
`River Jordan –‘
`And that servant that won’t obey his lord shall be beaten with many stripes.’
`From your point of view, what is it, do you think, that is resonating with people, that’s enabling them to connect with this story and the film,’
`I think it’s something which is in people’s psyche. I think people, you know, especially in the United States, think about this quite often. And to have an outlet  to have er er er a vehicle for their voice. I think – I think it has – has – has made the film sort of er er sort of um a torch in a way. And also I think because of this sort of situation we have right now and the sort of perfect storm, with you know Obama being the United –the president, unfortunate situation with Trevor Martin, 150th. anniversary of the abolition of slavery, the 50th anniversary of the March on Washington, um and of the voting rights being revoked. I think it sort of makes a perfect storm and people actually want to talk about themselves and who they are within society and where they came from and where - where we’re going.’
`I- I’ve heard you say the film is also in many ways about love. In - in what way?’
`I think I’m standing here because of it. I mean, you know, I think my – my – some of my ancestors obviously got through the whole journey of slavery and that’s why I’m standing here now.  So there’s some sort of situation of love, a situation of survival. A situation of embracing somehow, embracing that sort of horror, making it yours  I mean like s other – err religious groups have – you know, for example you know with the Holocaust – you know to own that part of history and to never forgot, I think is very, very  important. That’s exactly what – you know – exactly what we should do obviously and that’s what we’re doing here with Simon Northup, Twelve Years a Slave and hopefully the book itself will be on the National Curriculum. I mean when I read that book the first time it was like opening Anne Frank’s Diary and – which happened one hundred years before - I had never seen this book and I didn’t know why I had never seen this book. I- I think it should be obviously more known than it was. 
`Days ago I was with my family, and my home. Now you tell me all is lost.’  

`What about the brutality in the film because when it was launched at the Toronto Film Festival reportedly some people walked out of the première screening because of the brutality. Did you think a lot when you were making the film about how to portray the violence and the ugliness of slavery.’
`Well funnily enough someone counted them as they walked out because we had in Toronto and I think there were about three or four  So I think on any given movie you have three or four walk- walkouts – trust me! No, I think people have embraced this and they embraced it because they want to know the truth. They want to have some kind of conversation about this unfortunate, you know, event - slavery, which happened in the very recent past. I think people are very prepared for the film and want to sort of engage in it, ’
`And that’s how he pleases with his property.’
`One critic I spoke to last week, he said he found the film sickening to watch but he didn’t find it profound in any way. What’s he missing out on, do you think?

`Well I think we’re always going to get sort of people who don’t like it. Obviously. Erm you know, if you - you know - it’s a case of we have to face the truth, you know, and some people don’t. And it’s sickening, yes. But guess what, that’s how I’m standing here today, you know, through these unfortunate events. So, you know, if for example, I mean you’d imagine if the Holocaust was quite sickening in itself as a – as a part of recent history but we engage with it because we have to and because we want to sort of move forward and who we are as human beings.

`Don’t you know something?’
`I did as I was instructed.’
`There’s something wrong with the instruction.’
`Master brought you here to work. Any more will earn you 100 lashes.’ 
`Right now there’s a lot of talk about the Oscar possibilities with the film. Are you concerned that there’ll be too much focus on all the Oscars hoopla and not enough on the content of the film?’
I think as you mentioned about the film and it being sort of quite strong as far as the physicality and - and the debate around it, I don’t think that those awards debates can actually shrink the – the bigger conversation which - which is actually occurring right now. So I’m not bothered at all,

`And you must feel pretty good about what you’ve done with this film, do you?
`I feel good that –– you know, the thing - honestly Tom the thing I feel good about is that we have resurrected this book which was lost, we’ve put it on film and now people will know who Solomon Northup was. That’s what I feel good about.

`I was a free man. I’m not a slave.’
TASK 3
Match these words with the correct meanings.

1. kidnapped


the large-scale killing if the Jews by Hitler’s government during 






WWII 14
2. gaping



cruelty 9
3. resonate with 

show, provide a picture of 10
4. psyche



focusing on bodily action, especially when violence is involved 15
5. revoke



be concerned with or part of something 11
6. embrace


captured illegally 1
7. curriculum


producing feelings of extreme disgust 12
8. première


wide open 2
9. brutality


cancel 5
10. portray


a lot of excitement and activity 13
11. engage in 


make smaller 16
12. sickening


accept or be willing to think about fully 6
13. hoopla



with deep meaning 14
14. Holocaust


bring back to life 18
15. profound 


soul, mind 4
16. physicality 


list of subjects that have to be studied 7
17. shrink 


first performance or showing of a play or film 8
18. resurrect


be in harmony with 3
TASK 3
Answer the following questions.

1. Why have some people objected to the film and what is the director’s rely to their objection?

They object to the violence and brutality in it but the director argues people have to face the truth about how things actually were.
2. Why does the director think the present time is a good one for a film on this subject?

Because of the anniversaries of the 1863 abolition of slavery and of the 1963 `March on Washington’ and other racial issues such as having a black US president, the recent revoking of voting rights protection and the shooting of Trevor Martin
3. Explain these phrases from the interview:

a) in any given movie  in any movie which you choose to talk about
b) how he pleases as he likes
4. Use the Internet to find out some more detail about the lives of Simon Northup and Anne Frank. Write at least 50 words about each of them. 

(for example): Simon Northup, born in 1808, was the son of a freed slave and was working in New York when he was tricked into accepting a job offer white men who then sold him into slavery. He was freed in 1853 after he managed to get a message to a member of the Northup family, who had originally owned his father. afterwards he was involved in the campaign against slavery and died sometime between 1864 and 1875.
Anne Frank (1929-1945) was a Jewish family who kept a diary of her life with her family in Amsterdam during the German occupation of Holland.  The Franks lived in a concealed apartment inside a factory once owned by her father and helped by trusted employees. After an unknown informer betrayed them to the Germans they were sent to a concentyration camp where Anne, her sister and mother died. Her diary was found by the friends who had been helping the family and later published, 
