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Poor language skills affect UK’s foreign influence
This report mentions different types of public examination that are taken in the UK: GCSEs (`General Certificate of Secondary Education’), which is similar to the old HKCE; A-Level; and the English Baccalaureate, a new international qualification which can be taken instead of A-Levels. 
TASK 1

Listen to the video without reading the transcript and answer the following questions:
1.In what year was the study of a foreign language made optional in England

2. What percentage of students were studying a foreign language in 2005?

3. What was the percentage in 2010.

4. How many UK students took German A level in the UK last year?

5. How many core subjects are students expected to study to GCSE under the new system?

6. Which FOUR languages (other than English) are mentioned in the report?

TASK 2
Listen to the video again and fill in the missing words:
Every ________ child who attends Hendon school has to study German, French or Spanish but this school bucks the trend because the number of students learning a new language has ________ year on year. The study of foreign languages after 14 was made optional in England in 2004. Since then, the number of students studying them has fallen from 61% in 2005 to 44% in 2010. Last year only five and a half thousand students sat German A-level in the whole of the _______. The shortage of good British linguists is _________ anxiety in the European Parliament.

`The number of people taking GCSEs in French and German has gone down a great deal and as a result the _______ of people able to come and work in institutions like mine has gone down.’
A-level Japanese students are taking mock exams before the real thing next month but learning languages is hard. Even straight-A students can drop a _______, which is why some schools steer their pupils away from the __________ 

Our bad reputation for wanting to learn foreign languages might be about to change, though. Because the ____________ of the English Baccalaureate encourages school to offer five core academic subjects up to GCSE and one of them has to be a ___________ language. There’s already evidence schools are scrambling to recruit new language teachers before the __________ term. 










Gillian Hargreaves, BBC News
TASK 3

Find words in the passage with the following meanings:

goes regularly to




a________________

is different from the usual pattern

b___________________________ (3 words)

not compulsory




o________________

lack, not having enough



s________________

people who study languages


l________________

worry






a________________

organization set up for a special 

   purpose (often educational)

i________________

fake, not real





m_______________

always getting As




s________________

control the direction of



s________________

what people think about you


r________________

connected with education


a________________

makes  people want and feel able 




to do something

e________________

rushing






s________________

get new members or staff`


r________________

TASK 4

Answer the following questions:
1. According to the passage, what is the reason why do schools often advise students not to study a foreign language?

2. Can you think of another reason why people in Britain often do not want to learn a second language? 
3. If you were a student in Britain, what other language would you choose to study and why?

4. Write about 150 words about the languages you study in Hong Kong and the ay in which you learn them. Do you think they are taught well at the moment.  Would you like to learn any other languages as well or instead of the present ones.

